








— 
= 








¢ Snday School Gines 


Copyright. 1926, by The Sunday School Times Co. Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as second-class matter, 





Published weekly by The Sunday School 
Times Co., 1031 Walnut St:, Phila., Pa. 


Philadelphia, October 16, 1926 


Vol. Sixty-eight. No. 42 


$2.00 a year; in clubs, $1.50 
See page 610 





Lesson for October 31 in this issue 


Lesson 5.—The Evils of Strong Drink. (World’s Temper- 
ance Sunday.) Proverbs 23 : 29-35. 
Notes on Open Letters: 
s. Can We “Accept Christ’? ......ccecscocsees pedaesectes 602 
When a Jewess Found Her Messiah. Told by Herself ... 603 
Finding Time for Teachers’ Meetings. By Hilda Rich- 
NN are cenhs cvtacdasctctccctacescawetigckt jond cbeeuet 604 
Glad Tidings from Afar. By Paul Girard Jackson ...... 604 
Girls’ Problems of Today. Discussed by Mother Ruth 604 
From the Missionary Watch Tower. By Ernest Gordon 605 
606-609 





‘ International Uniform Lesson .........ccscceesesesseece 


CACO. BE TROIS BaF ig) soviet s casei seg cmectscensggsussias 


Nuggets for Your Temperance Teaching. Compiled by 
Cora’ Frances StOddard ......ccsccescccsccecccecs Sissee 609 

Will You Help Send The Sunday School Times to Mis- 
GOORIN ori55 6 5 6s Soko sco cw aceep ic dated than gnsiare crags ce 610 


Young People’s Prayer-Meeting. By John W. Lane, Jr. 611 


For Family Worship ............ Uacipadaddaeerecdespsedtoecy Bee 


caine 








HE experience of advertisers proves that the 
public is reading advertisements more than ever 
before in the history of printed salesmanship. Is the 
news .of your product being read weekly by the 
largest Christian reading constituency in: the world 
today? The advertising columns of The Sunday 
~ School Times offer you the remarkable opportunity 
’ of reaching just such a group. 














Vision 
By E. D. Austin 


ERE drift, men sailing with Columbus spy— 
A new world fills the admiral’s eye. 


The infidel sees only drift around — 
The Christian’s vision Heaven has found. 





“You have been led ‘round about,’. but without 
‘doubt. it has been: the ‘right way.’” Thus writes 
Graham Scroggie to.a Christian friend who has been 

ssing through a-time of suffering and testing. Mr. 
Scroggie continues: “Our Lord took no short cut to 
conquest, and why should we wish to? What a dis- 
eipline life is! When shall we learn that life’s true 
al is reached, not in spite of difficulty and pain, -but 
means of them?- It is out of the eater that we get 
meat, and out of the strong sweetness. “Who passing 


- through. the valley of Baca make it a well.’ Joseph 


reached the throne room by the: prison house: and 
Jesus came to his Kingdom by Calvary.” Christ is 
the right way; and his way is Resurrection through 
Calvary. So let us thank God with “joy unspeakable 
and full of giory’ for every test, hardship, sorrow, 
‘and suffering that he permits to come to us. When 
we “count it all joy” to “fall into divers temptations,” 
we shall find ourselves rejoicing as God brings us into 
new and divers blessings. 


x 


Is the Church Gaining? 
‘ «Is the professing church of Christ improving on 


~ the standards, and the zeal, and the evangelizing activ- 


ities of the church of nineteen hundred years ago? 
There are certain passages in Acts that accurately de- 
scribe the early church. They offer a startling con- 
trast with the facts of today. For example, Dr. Palm- 
quist, Executive Secretary of the Philadelphia Fed- 
eration. of Churches, who has been making a study 
of the progress of Protestantism in that city from 
1915 to 1925, said frankly at a recent meeting that the 
results of the survey were “discouraging.” This was 
his summary: “An average annual increase of only 
seven members a congregation was made during the 
last decade by twelve leading Protestant denominations 
of Philadelphia.” That is, all the churches of the 
twelve leading Protestant denominations of this great 
City succeeded in adding to their membership only 





seven members each per year in ten years; the total 
evangelistic result of each church’s testimony and 
activity was considerably less than one soul a month. 
On the day of Pentecost, from Peter’s sermon, “the 
same day there were added unto them about three 
thousand souls.” As the new church went on in its 
testimony, “the Lord added to the church daily such 
as should be saved.” A little later, “believers were the 
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men and 
of women.” “And daily in the temple, and in every 
house, they ceased not to teach and preach Jesus 
Christ.” So “the number of the disciples was mul- 
tiplied,” and “the churches . . . walking in the fear of 
the Lord, and in the comfort of the Holy Ghost, were 
multiplied.” Such expressions as these would hardly 
have been used if an entire congregation of believers 
were succeeding in rescuing seven souls in a year. 
Surely these sad facts are a Call to every true Chris- 
tian to confess before God the sins of the whole church, 
and one’s individual share in this sin and failure, and 
to plead with God for that revival of the church, the 
body of Christ, which shall give true witness instead 
of false witness to his name. 


Annie Trumbull Slosson 


One who was loved by countless unknown friends 
has been called to be with the Lord. Mrs. Annie 
Trumbull Slosson departed this life on October 4, in 
her eighty-ninth year, at her home in New York City. 
She was the last surviving member, ir her generation, 
of the large family circle that included Henry Clay 
Trumbull, her brother, who was Editor of The Sun- 
day School Times from 1875 to 1903. Mrs. Slosson 
was known and loved chiefly through her remarkable 
stories-of New England life, of which “Fishin’ Jimmy” 
was one of the earliest and best known. She was equally 
distinguished as one of the leading botanists and ento- 
mologists of America. Others of her books were 
“Aunt Abby’s Neighbors,” “Dumb Foxglove,” “Seven 
Dreamers,” “Simples from the Master’s Garden,” 
“Story-tell Lib,” “A Little Shepherd of Bethlehem,” 
“The Heresy of Mehetabel Clark,” “And-Other Folks.” 
It was not unusual for Mrs. Slosson to receive let- 


ters like the following from grateful readers of her 
books, —this one came from an entire stranger: 
“‘And Other Folks’ is like a Bible to our family, We 
end all our prayers, family worship, and blessing at 
meals with those words ‘and other folks,’ and it has 
taught us to share our blessings with others. Even 
our little ones, six and eight, use the words a lot. I 
thank you earnestly for that story; it has made me 
over and my family, too. May the dear Lord bless 
you always is my sincere prayer (and other folks’) !” 
An early issue of The Sunday School Times will con- 
tain a sketch of Mrs. Slosson’s remarkable life and 


ministry. 
— 


The Quotation Marks 


Men rebel at what God has said. A striking in- 
stance of this is found in an address recently made at 
the Baptist Temple, Philadelphia, by Dr. Jesse Holmes, 
Professor of. Philoso hy at Swarthmore College, who 
spoke at a World Unity Conference under the aus- 
pce of the National Spiritual Assembly of the 

aha’is. According to a newspaper report, Dr. Holmes 
said that western civilization is doomed unless human- 
ity can take its religion “out of quotation marks.” He 
condemned the fact that the Christian religion centers 
its teaching on a‘ life to come, and that it speaks 
dogmatically. Dr. Holmes voices the popular demand 
of today that men should discover truth for them- 
selves, think out their own philosophy, and-live good 
lives in their own strength, throwing off all the ex- 
ternal authority that is voiced in the Word of God. 
The Scriptures are the very words of God, and they 
come to us, rightly, in the quotation marks of His 
utterance. They are dogmatic and final. There is no 
appeal from them. “God spake all these words,” and 
the sensible man listens, believes, and obeys. Thank 
God for the quotation marks in which the wholé Bible 
is included. It is nothing new to try to get rid of the 
quotation marks; Satan first tried it in the Garden of 
Eden in the words, “Hath God said?” The only safe 
answer is the word of the Lord Jesus Christ, repeated 
three times as he met and defeated Satan: “Jt. is 
written,” 


Compassion 


WRITER tells ‘of an old woman who said, “My 
heart is a li garden, and God is planting 
flowers there.” . 

Every heart should be a watered garden, as God 
has promised in his Word, but in the stress and turmoil 
of modern life we are in grave danger of losing those 
tender, gentle virtues that. require for their growth 
“a heart at leisure from itself to soothe and sym- 
pathize.” 

Among the Christian virtues that require this pecul- 
iar soil is that of compassion. We have so long been 
accustomed to the easy going, self-indulgent ways of 
life that we scarcely miss from our gardens the sweet- 
ness of virtues whose roots are deep in unselfishness. 
Among Christians today is not compassion sadly lack- 


P ing? 


In passing over the great American desert during 
an intense heat wave that swept the United States 
the travelers looked for hours out on the glaring ex- 
panse of sand, a scene of desolation that wearied eyes 
and nerves. Suddenly the great train began to slow 
up, and the conductor called: “Green River.’ Above 
the grinding brakes and panting engine came the shrill 
voices of children calling words that were indistin- 
guishable; but when the train subsided into silence both 
eyes and ears of the travelets had a delightful sur- 
prise. All along the platform stood little boys. with 
shallow baskets filled with delicious fruits. There 
was a rush for the platform, and, as the train again 
pulled out, the passengers returned to their seats laden 
“with the cooling fruits. Just an oasis in the desert, 
but what a time of refreshing it was from the arid 
waste! 

So God means the lives of Christians to be so beau- 
tiful and so fruitful that we shall redeem from dreari- 
hess, and transform into loveliness, the arid waste 
about us. 


Dear Lord, the withered garden of my heart 
Lies parched and dead, cursed by the subtility 
Of this beguiling world’s prosperity .. . 

Strike inward till my quickened life shall show 
The fruit of grace divine; 

Oh; wake my field! 


Only the Spirit of God can blow across the withered 
garden of our heart and bring to beauty the qualities 
of Christian character. For they are not natural vir- 
tues, however much they may seem to be so. 

Perhaps nowhere in literature are the cry for pity, 
and the attitude of the “righteous” toward the suffer- 
ing one, more clearly revealed than in Job. In his hour 
of desperate need can we doubt that perhaps the most 
trying experience of all was the attitude of his friends 
toward him? They had much counsel to give, and 
many brilliant theological ideas to propound. They 
had eloquence, and wisdom; but one thing they utterly 
lacked, and Job could have dispensed with all their 
other ministry if they had given him that one thing: 
an understanding, compassionate love for him 
faith in God’s dealings with him. 

In the darkened chamber of death a friend went,to 
call on the bereaved daughter, who mourned with in- 
consolable grief her departed father. The friend 
merely clasped the young woman’s hand, and with 
tears running down her face said, “I have passed this 
way. I understand.” Speaking of the incident some 
years afterward the young woman said: “Of all who 
came with well meaning words of comfort, this friend 
alone brought strength to my sore heart. It wasn’t 
what she said. It wasn’t what she did. Back of her 
words and manner I read the true understanding that 
my heart longed for as a thirsty man longs for water. 
She had real compassion for my grief, for she had felt 
its very pangs in her own heart.” 

All about us lies a world in need of one wha under- 








602 


stands. There are lonely hearts, and crushed lives 
that cry in their dark hour of grief, “No man careth 
for my soul.” “I looked for some to take pity, but 
there was none.” In the shadow of each suffering life 
stands One with a wound in his side, a wound from 
which his heart-blood gushed in corhpassion for every 
need. Could we look with anointed eyes, we would see 
him standing there, and hear him say; “I was an 
hungred, . I was thirsty, . .. 1 was a stranger 

Inasmuch as ye did it not to one of the least of 
these, ye did it not to me.” 


Let us look for a moment at the elements that make 
up compassion, as the botanist dissects the flower. 

Compassion is not an effeminate trait, but quite the 
reverse. It implies strength, self-poise, not weakly 
sentimentalism-that decks the cells of prisoners with 
flowers and weeps vapid tears over hands stained red 
with innocent blood. Compassion is. stérn where stern- 
ness best befits the case. There js wisdom in the 
hands that touch to soothe, Wisdom-and strength are 
the roots from which it grows. 

In the dictionary compassion is defined as suffering 
with another, fellowship in feeling, sympathizing, ten- 
der, merciful, full of pity, and adds the quotation from 
one of our seers, “No soul can be truly great who is 
not truly compassionate.” 

Yet the definition of compassion is incomplete if. we 
do not include within its elements a generosity born 
of love. The hypocritical judging of another is a trait 
all too common to the best Christians, but one with 
which compassion has nothing to do. It is made up 
of a love that is continually breathing out blessings. 

There are two classes of people toward whom it is 
difficuit to be compassionate. In a rescue mission in 
one of our cities a cultured, delicately reared young 
woman went to sing at the evening service. Back on 
the very last seat sat one whose life had gone to the 
depths of sin, Her clothing was foul and tattered. 
Her breath reeked with the fumes of whiskey. She 
was covered with vermin, and deep marks of sin 
marred the face beyond recognition, 

The young woman sang the old hymn, 


Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter, 
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore, 


As she sang, she noticed the bleared eyes fastened on 
hers with-a cynical expression that was a challenge to 
her song. As soon as she had finished singing she went 
to the woman and, bending near, she said, “Jesus loves 
you, dear.” The woman uttered an oath that turned 
the young woman’s heart sick; but not to be repulsed 
she said, “Yes, “he loves you, and wants to help you.’ 

“How can I believe some one I never saw loves me 
when you standing right here, a so-called Christian, 
do not love me?” the woman sneered. 

“But I do love you. That is why I came back to 
you. I want to see you happy.” 

With defiant voice the woman answered, “If you 
love me so much, why don’t you kiss me?” 

The singer turned faint at the vile odor of the 
whiskey, every detail of the horror of unloveliness 
burning into her consciousness ; but, closing her eyes she 
prayed, “Thy grace, Lord, is more than enough,” she 
pressed her lips against the sinning one. A cry rang 

out, “Oh, God, can anyone love such a vile wretch as 
I am?” And hurrying up the aisle the sinner bent 
at the mercy seat where the Saviour met her in wel- 
come and pardon. She was saved, and she lived a 
life of service to the King;. and again and again as 
she gave her testimony she wou Id say, “I never would 
have believed in the love of God if the dear young 
woman hadn't kissed me.” 

God has power to bestow upon us his compassion 
for the unlovely, the sin-soiled, the loathsome. 

Another class for whom we can have compassion 
only as it is given us by God is of those who grievously 
wrong us. Dr. Jowett gave a beautiful suggestion of 
the bruised reed. He said it is common custom in 
Syria to cut a reed and use it for a staff to lean ‘on 
when walking As one climbs a hill, however, and 
bears more of his weight on the staff, it sometimes 
gives way, and the reed becomes cracked and bruised. 
All one can then do with it is to* break it altogether 
and throw it away as a worthless thing. But these 
reeds, Dr. Jowett went on, are symbols of people on 
whom we have leaned and who have failed us. We 
trusted them. We helped them in some hour of need 
in their lives, and they did not prove loyal to us when 
our hour of need arrived. We showed them kindness 
when they were in trouble and turned to us for help: 
and they forgot our kindness. What shall we do? 
Resent it? Cast them off?) No, with unceasing love 
we are to pour into their aching hearts, when oppor- 
tunity again affords, compassion that will help and 
heal their pain. 

How shall we overcome the lack of compassion in 
our lives? Let us dwell much on the compassion of 
Christ. The Gospels show us many pictures of his 
compassion. Toward Judas, who was to betray him, 
we find no bitter thought. To Peter, who denied him, 
we find the hand of love extended. For those who 


crucified him we hear from pain-wracked lips, “Father, 
forgive!” 

When the multitude followed Christ out into the 
desert, and were faint for food, and the disciples said, 
“Send them away,” 


the Lord Jesus had compassion 
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ym them, and ‘by his word of power fed them lest they 
aint, 

Another way to stir up our hearts to compassion is 
to realize our opportunities. We are still where we 
can help men and women, still surrounded by needs of 
lonely, erring ones.’ The day will come when we shall 
have passed beyond their needs. We know not what 
glorious service awaits us when: the gates of glory 
swing outward to receive our pilgrim feet. We know 
not where our labors will continue in the endless ages 
yet to be; but this we know, only on this earth can 
we have the opportunity to tell the lost of Jesus, and 
weep over the erring one. Here, and here alone, can 
we pour out our compassion to those in sorrow, for 
over yonder God shall wipe away all tears from their 
eyes, and there shall be no more pain, for the former 
things are passed away. 

We. must cultivate. a spiritual insight. Compassion 
will anoint our eyes'to see needs that others never sus- 
pect.. One of the Lord’s servants. was traveling on an 
important errand for the kingdom. He was traveling 
by faith. He spoke in one of our great eastern cities 
in a number of large and wealthy churches, but none 
guessed his need of money. A woman whose life had 
been trained in God’s school of suffering was told of 
his message to the churches of. the city. Her heart 
was deeply moved, There: was none that knew the 
man’s need, but somehow she saw and realized it. In 
her bureau drawer was a sum of money she had been 
saving for her yearly vacation. Hurrying to this, she 
slipped it in an envelope ‘and sent it’to the missionaty. 
There came a reply that mote than gladdened her 
heart and rewarded her sacrifice. 

There are some things that’ must ‘be forever weeded 
A from our garden if com  rirs3 is to grow there. 

riticism, condemnation, pa Eanes, judgment, 
—these ugly weeds will soon choke it out. It is our 
wrong thinking and false beliefs that put God far away 
from our lives; but when we come thinking as the 
Bible tells us, ““Whatsoever things are true, whatsoever 
things are honest, whatsoever things are just, whatso- 
ever things are pure, . . . whatoever things are of good 
report,” then God draws near, and compassion springs 
forth to bless our own hearts and be a balm upon all 
whom we meet. 

















Can We “ Accept Christ” ? 

I'am a subscriber to The Sunday School Times, and 
we get lots of help from this paper -in studying the 
Scripture. But we have noticed an error in, your paper, 
not according to Scripture; we hear Preachers using the 
expression, but it is wrong, and not found in the Bible. 
To say, “accept Christ” is an error: Christ accepts us, 
God accepts us, but nowhere does the Bible say “accept 
Christ.” It is our privilege to seek the Lord, and we 
shall be accepted.—A Missouri Reader. 


It is true that the word “accept” is not used in 
the Scriptures in connection with man’s relation to 
Christ. But the word “receive” is used, and the sense 
is the same.’ Thus we read, “As many as received him 
[Christ], to them gave he power to become the_sons 
of God, even to them that believe on his name” (John 
1:12), To believe on Christ as Saviour is to accept 
him as Saviour, 

The precious fruth that Christ is God’s gift to men, 


to be accepted, is blessedly prominent’ and continually" 
reiterated throughout the New Testament Scriptures. : 
When the Lord Jesus sat by the well with the woman’ 


of Samaria, he said to her, “If thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give me‘ to 
drink ; thou wouldest have asked of him, and he would 
have given thee living water” (John 4: 10). 


which she was soon to accept, and thereby be saved. 
Paul’s inspired writings are filled with testimony to 
God's great gift of grace, Christ our Saviour and life. 
“For if through the offense of. one many. be dead, so 
also is the free gift. For if through the offense of 
one many be dead, much’ more ‘the grace of and 
the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus Christ, 
hath abounded unto many” (Rom. 5:15). Again: 

“The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eter- 
nal life through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 6: 23). 

A gift is to be accepted,-and when it has been, we ex- 
claim with the Great Apostle, “Thanks be unto God 
for his unspeakable gift” (2 Cor. 9:15). “For by 


grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of your-~ 


selves: it is the gift of God” (Eph. 2:8). 

But it is a gift on both sides, from God to us, and 
from us to God. Having accepted God’s great gift 
of his Son, God asks us to make a gift of ourselves 
to him, and he promises to accept us. “I beseech you 
therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a-living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service” (Rom. 12: 
1). Only when we accept the gift ‘of Christ as our 
Saviour and Lord can ‘we present our lives unto God: 
as a gift acceptable to him. 


_ more 


. up to it, and how not to be deceived by it. 


Here * 
was a great gift possible for. this sinful, ‘fost woman, 
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Fountains Spouting Wie in Ital 
WIRELESS newspaper dispatch, October 
from Rome, tells of the revival in Marino. 
the ancient festival of grapes. Five 
fountains spouted streams of red and white 
while thousands thronged the streets with cups 
hand, “‘drinking free wine with the fervor of hea da: 


mR 
<- 
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ecventes 


of St. Francis of Assisi. lhe og oneal this with 

“ the greatest - splendor, but also to celebrate 

“the spiritual concord reached by the Italian nation.’ ” 

Thousands of woftshipers “remained prostrated for 

five minutes, reproducing exactly the same scene as 

seven h years ago when St. Francis died.” 
What do these events mean ? 


Christabel Pankhurst’s Answer 


Perhaps no one in our generation is making a closer 
study of current events in the light of Bible prophecy 
than Miss Christabel Pankhurst, famous a dozen years 
ago as a Militant Suffragist, now-on fire with a mission 


vital and enduring than that. 


Her latest book, just off the press, is entided’“* The 
World’s Unrest: Visions of the Dawn.’ It is cre- 
ating a sensation in England, and is being published 
this autumn in the United States by The Sunday 
School Times Company, 


Notable selections from. this epoch-making book 
will be i at once, serially, in The Sunday 
School Times. in lowa writes to the 
mean 


transgressors 
are come to tr es -s Please let us 
see in the Times the gathering up of things seen today 
that are the fulfilment of that whe Bae and how the 
world is being prepared for the final fulfillment m the 
necendancy of AAMEAE. This ought to be set be- 
fore the Sunday-school teachers of the world.” 


It is exactly this that Miss Pankiuast doct, i the 
articles to be published in these columns. 


Thin and Brittle Optimism 


“We have had enough of the thin and brittle op- 
timism which is used to veneer the dead wood of the 
world-order of this dispensation.” Yet there will un- 
doubtedly be “a brief appatent recovery,’ which some 
will think is really the Golden Age, and Miss Pank- 
hurst shows what this is, how events are fast leading 


The Restored Roman Empire 


The “ miracle’’ that Mussolini is bringing to pass 

eee ened ond eure by this amazingly 

ed observer, acute thinker, and reverent: stu- 

deat of ‘the Word. She ‘shows ‘why’ and what ‘the 

new Roman Empire is, and its relations to France, 

Great. Britain, Islam, the Jews, and religion in general. 
er chapter on “ The Phenomenon. of Caesarism,” 


“ Dictatorship,” is startlingly significant. 
we 


Enough has been said to suggest the tie S ley 
and valuable character of this, unusual series of studies 
of Scripture and current -events,. commencing this 
month in The Sunday School Times. Doubtless you 
have friends or fellow workers who would be ex- 





sae grateful to you for calling their attention to 


if you let them know that, ic 
Sei ek now taking the paper, a Get Acquain 
subscription for Ten Weeks may be had for <3 
cents, covering all these articles if the Pankhurst Sexes 
is méntioned with the order. 

You may think of friends at home or abroad, or 
missionaries in foreign fields, to whom you would hke 
to send the Times for ten weeks, so: that they may 
have the blessing and enlightenment of these studics. 

Orders are to. be addressed to The Sunday School 

Times Company; '1031°Walnut: Street, Philadelphia. 
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When a Jewess Found Her Messiah 


Told by Herself 





As she saw that the One foretold in the Old Testament is revealed in the New 














! 

WAS born in New York. Ours being an Ortho- 
| dox Jewish household, it! seemed strange that we 
chose for places of residence Gentile environments 
in preference’ to the: more homelike, though congested, 
Jewish neighborhoods. 


One of the first things drilled into my mind when .- 


I was a child was the fact that, despised and perse- 
‘cuted as was our race, the Jews were God’s chosen’ 
‘people. How I gloried in this proud distinction! It 
‘served to- keep my head erect when -Gentile children 
on our street took delight in accosting me with vituper- 
ative terms, leveled mostly at my religion. I regarded 
‘them ‘witheringly, and why not? Was I not God's 
‘favored child? Was there not reserved for me a spe- 
cial seat in Heaven, while I knew God would not pre- 
sume -to have mercy on these Gentile tormenters? I 
knew their God was not my God; they worshiped hu- 
man clay, a mere man—a terrible offense in the sight 
of the almighty God who has declared: “Thou shalt 
have. no other gods before me.” I looked pityingly 
jupon the whole Christian nation. (At the time I had 
no conception of the vast difference between Gentile 
and Christian.) : 
j I grew older. The holy days, feasts, and fast peri- 
ods made their annual rounds. These called for elab- 
orate preparation, much ceremony, and prolonged 
chanting of interminable prayers— with one eye hur- 
riedly roving over the prayer manual and the other 
surreptitiously focused on the mantel clock, in the hope 
‘of a speedy finis to the monotonous drone, drone that 
broke the bored silence. So much ritual, so much 
repetition! How we younger people chafed with im- 
patience ! 
‘. The Jewish religion as practiced in our own and 
neighboring families touched no responsive chord in 
my soul. Wherever I looked about me I saw the same 
‘ukewarm, mechanical formality manifested. The rites 
were performed with a rigid sense of duty, the joy 
seemed lacking. Somehow, God was very remote, never 
mentioned save on holy days or when affliction came 
to darken the doors, and then he was met with ag- 
grieved clamors of “Why?” “Wherefore?” —a grop- 
ing in vain, ¢ 
An “Atonement” That Brought No Peace 

How we youngsters dreaded Yom Kippur, the Jew- 
ish Day of Atonement! The all-important theme was 


-of course fasting. Our families spent the entire day 


in the synagogue, reciting endless chains of agonizing 
prayers, then returned home weary, exhausted, fam- 
ished. The greetings usually exchanged were: “Well, 
and how did you fast? Did you manage to sit through 
all the prayers this year? Did you fast all day?” I 
wsed to wonder why it did not dawn on anyone to in- 
quire: “Are you rejoiced to be wholly at peace again 
with God?” But no one volunteered this important 
point. . 

I do not recall having religious tendencies in my 
“teen” years. We children never troubled our heads 
about hell. We were told that persons made their 
own heaven or hell upon earth, according to the way 
they lived. I rarely pondered about God. Orthodox 
as we were, our people had no scruples about the idle 
use of the Deity’s name. It was cited at random, in 
jest, in parody, any time, anywhere. The thought of 
death, however, gave me not a few qualms. I had 
no definite ideas on this dreaded subject. 

- I was always an inveterate bookworm. Having 
become sated with fiction, I shifted to more serious 
literary channels, and in the midst of delving here and 
there acquired a curiosity to explore religious ground. 
I got hold of books on Spiritism. How they allured 
me! I devoured Conan Doyle, Basil King, Oliver 
Lodge, and other “authorities.” Spiritism appealed 
to me. Having imbibed all there was on hand of this 
fascinating topic, I tackled the works of Mrs. Eddy 
next. Of course, there ‘was the objectionable mention 


- of Jesus, but nothing very tangible—he was merely a 


figurehead, an ideal on a pedestal. I would not be a 
renegade to Judaism if I went into this theory further. 
My chum at school, a Jewish girl, was a devotee of 
“Science.” Much as I had entreated her to expound 
its message to me, she was always unwilling to do so. 
So I found out for myself that “sin was an error of 
the mind.” Very good, very reassuring! Sin is never 
pleasant to contemplate; we are all prone to make 
light of it. That part of “Science” was simple enough 
to comprehend,.but I did not progress very rapidly 
since there were other things which were about. as 
unintelligible to me as Sanskrit. 

Then I fell ill, My condition was such that I had 
to abandon religious excursions and give my sole at- 
tention to regaining my health. (And strange to re- 
late, “Christian” Science did not help me here!) 

I shall never forget the day when the first real 
Christian I had ever met engaged me in conversation. 


This remarkable testimony to the saving grace 
of the Lord Jesus Christ in the life of a Jewish 
girl will shortly be available in tract form. It 
may be had.in small quantities, free of charge, for 
careful distribution, by addressing either the Be- 
rachah Church, Seventeenth and Allegheny Ave- 


nue, Philadelphia, or the Jewish Evangelization 
elphia. 


Society, 1213 North Franklin Street, 








I was. asked whether I was “saved.” The term was 
foreign to my ears. More questions plied. Had I 
ever read the New Testament? What did I know of 


Jesus? ‘What was the extent of my knowledge of the’ 


Devil, as both angel of light and seducer of souls? 
And so on. Believe in a Devil! How I laughed! 
The Devil was no more real to me than any formidable 
dragon in my: childhood fairy tales. Angel of light! 
I had always pictured Satan.as an imp with horns 
and a lashing tail. New Testament? ‘I had never set 
eyes on one. And Jesus? Christian Science had left 
Mme ignorant concerning him. My own people had 
taught me that Jesus, the object of my Gentile tor- 
menters’ worship, had been nothing but an impostor, a 
sort of Biblical Bolshevik, frequently intoxicated and 
living the life of a typical tramp. 

I had always believed my father, and yet, to my 
great bewilderment some of our most esteemed rabbis 
began to make niention of Jesus, tentatively, it is ad- 
mitted, yet they made him the subject of not a few 
of their weekly sermons, but in an altogether different 
light from that portrait delineated by my father. They 
boldly quoted some of the sayings of Jesus, lauding 
him as the greatest “teacher” Israel ever had. (I 
would like to state at this juncture that just a short 
time ago one of the foremost rabbis in this country 
gave evidence of great courage in his rather startling 
announcement that “Jesus is real! Jesus is no myth!” 
And there followed a newspaper account of a series 
of special talks to be conducted on the subject of 
Jesus — free admission to all.) Manifestly there was 
a willingness to study the teachings of Jesus. 

So I explained to this anxious Christian woman 
that I had no idea what to believe about Jesus —'my 
father’s denunciation or our rabbis’ more generous 
viewpoint. Whereupon she began to preach .the Gos- 
pel to me. It was the first time I had ever heard 
it, and its import upset my equanimity considerably. 
How, I asked myself, can any Jew believe on Jesus? 
I was swept away with astonishment as she further 
told me that the Old Testament abounded in allusions 
to him. Yet what did I know of prophecy?. My 
knowledge of the Old Testament was limited to that 
of any eight-year-old pupil of Hebrew school, noth- 
ing more. A jumble of facts embracing Adam 
and Eve,-the flood, Abraham’s sacrifice, the story of 
the coat of many colors, Moses in the bulrushes, the 
story of the Passover, Ruth’s devotion, heroic Esther, 
and-of course brave Samson, and David and the giant. 
Outside of a hazy comprehension of the foregoing 
facts, I knew nothing. The Old Testament had al- 
ways seemed to me to be a “dry” old book with its 
infiumerable “begats” and nicety of description. I sim- 
ply could not acquire a taste for reading of this sort. 
As for the prophets, I did not know Isaiah from 
Habakkuk ! 


I Begin to Read Tremblingly 


Would I be willing to read about Jesus, first in the 
New Testament and then, for corroboration, in the 
Old? I experienced chills as I gave my consent to 
do so.- The very sight of Jesus’ name as I began on 
Matthew’s Gospel gave me‘a creepy feeling, whereas 
I recall having had no evidence of discomfort when 
formerly engaged in reading Science and Health. 

I wended my way through the four Gospels, with 
trembling petitions to the Almighty to reveal the ab- 
solute truth to me. I did not read in a belligerent, 
prejudiced, or patronizing frame of mind, but with an 
intense yearning after truth as I pored over those 
pages of Gospel. What mighty disclosures unveiled 
themselves to my troubled gaze as I read on. Grave 
apprehensions seized me as I examined the Acts and 
the Epistles and waded through a smattering of Reve- 
lation. I said nothing, formed no opinions, but .read 
and reread absorbingly. , 

And so, having a skeleton knowledge of the New 
Testament, I switched over into the Old, to challenge 
the prophets of Israel regarding the preaching of the 
cross. How can I begin to tell what a storehouse of 
prophecy was thrown open to my eager, searching 
mind! This Book dry! Every God-inspired chapter 
of it was vital with both concealed and revealed ref- 
erences to the Lion of the tribe of Judah, Jesus Christ, 
the Messiah. Here I discovered the truth about the 


‘ did enter. 








emancipation proclamation (John 3:16). I discovered 
freedom from the curse of the law, salvation by grace, 
according to God’s new covenant with Israel as proph- 
esied in Jeremiah 32: 37-44. The law could not hound 
me any more, jfor the penalty of my sins was paid 
by a Messiah “cut off, but not for himself” (Dan, 9: 
26). Was not Jesus, the Christ, cut off in the very 
flower of his’ manhood as he poured out his life’s blood 
there on the cross for the sins of mankind? The 
Holy Spirit, honoring my zealous desire to be en- 
lightened, guided me painstakingly from prophet to 
Rromnet: all of whose utterances breathed of a coming 
Messiah. All these prophecies found their fulfillment 
in the person of Jesus Christ. As the light filtered in, 
I began to perceive how absolutely useless either Tes- 
tament was without the other. Prophecy from one 
and fulfillment from the other dovetailed together in 
such a way as only the divine Author (through the 
medium of his human amanuenses) could accomplish it. 
_.The story of Abraham's sacrifice of his only cher- 
ished son began to take on a new significance. It fore- 
shadowed what was to happen-ages hence when God 
would sacrifice his only begotten Son, Jesus, for the 
sins of mankind. Yet in Abraham’s ease, Isaac was 
spared at the eleventh hour’ and God provided the ram 
in the thicket. But the Son of God was not spared! 
I began to comprehend the deeper, richer meaning of 
Passover, that terrible time: when only the blood token 
(sprinkled on doorposts and lintels) could save the 
Hebrew first-born. I understood at last why the lamb 
had to be a male of the first year, absolutely without 
spot or blemish. Jesus, the perfect God-Man was with- 
out spot or blemish, and it is his blood shed on the 
cross that saves! Wherever I looked I saw types of 
Christ, in Joseph and Joshua especially. I saw that the 
law was inadequate. Moses, typifying the law, could 
not enter the promised land. He could only view it 
from afar. Joshua, who immediately succeeded Moses, 
i Joshua, a type of Christ, signifies salva- 
tion through grace. So Christ will lead his own (be- 
py in his shed blood and resurrection) into Beulah 


As Revelation Crowded. Upon Revelation 


The wonderful fact of the Trinity became as simple 
as ABC as I took note of frequent references to it 
in the Old Testament. With the aid of Hebrew trans- 
lations in which I became deeply interested all my be- 
wilderment regarding the Trinity vanished. The very 
first mention of God in the Old Testament (Gen, 1: 1) 
is in the plural (Elohim). -God can confound the wise 
but reveals himself to the simple soul! 

As revelation upon revelation crowded into'my eager 
mind, I asked myself: “Why cannot every Jew find 
Jesus, the Messiah, as have 1?” The Holy Spirit 
directed me to a passage in Isaiah 6:9: “... Hear 
ye indeed, but understand not; and see ye indeed, but 
perceive not.” In the twenty-ninth chapter of Isaiah I 
found this: “For the Lord hath poured out upon you 
the spirit of deep sleep, and hath closed your eyes: 
the prophets and your rulers, the seers hath he covered. 
And the visioneof all is become unto you as the words 
of a book that is sealed, which men deliver to one 
that is learned, saying, Read this, I pray thee: and he 
saith, I cannot; for it is sealed: And the book is de- 
livered to him that is not learned, saying, Read this, 
I pray thee: and he saith, I am not learned. Wherefore 
the Lord said, Forasmuch as this people draw near me 
with their mouth, and with their lips do honour me, 
but have removed their heart far from me, and their 
fear toward me is taught by the precept of men: 
Therefore, behold, I will proceed to do a marvellous 
work among this people, even a marvellous work and 
a wonder: for the wisdom of their wise men shall 
perish, and the understanding of their prudent men 
shall be hid” (vs. 10-14), I turned to. Amos 8:11 and 
God showed me: “Behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord God, that I will send a famine in the land, not 
a famine of bread, nor a thirst for water, but of hear- 
ing the words of the Lord.” Is not the attitude of 
Israel the same today as it was when the Lord said 
tc Moses: “How long will this people: provoke me? 
and a long will it be ere they believe me?” (Num. 
$4231. 

If the Jewish people were right in their rejection 
of Jesus on the ground that he was an impostor claim- 
ing to be equal with God, then surely God ought to 
have blessed Israel for taking this stand. God should 
then have delighted in the death of such an impostor. 
Has God blessed the Jews in any way since the cru- 
cifixion of our Lord Jesus Christ? No. They have 
tasted nothing but the rod of affliction since they re- 
jected the Holy One of Israel. They have been scat- 


tered, persecuted, are without. a temple, priests, and 
high priests, sacrifices, and oblations! 


They. are with- 
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out a country! This is God’s answer to them because 
they continue to reject their Messiah (Isa. 53). 

‘Lhank God for the emancipation proclamation in 
John 3:16: “For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” 
Freed forever from condemnation under the law! 

Man would rather believe man than God. Hath 
not God spoken truly in Jeremiah 17: 23: “But they 
obeyed not, neither inclined their ear, but made their 
neck stiff, that they might not hear, nor receive in- 
struction”? And in Deuteronomy 9:6, “For thou art 
a stiffnecked people.” Israel’s willfulness did not 
cease with the wilderness wanderings. Today Israel 
is stili steadfastly turning its face away from God's 
plan of salvation. “He came unto his own, and his 
own received him not” (John 1:11). ° 

I have known Jews to say derisively of Hebrew 
Christians, “These convérts would never have for- 
saken Judaism had not Christianity lured them with 
better material advantages. Most of them are bribed 
— it’s a profitable business!” Never a statement more 
untrue! Instead of material betterment, a true be- 
liever in Jesus Christ seeks first the kingdom of God. 
In exchange for material advantages, the converted 
Jew receives the finger of scorn pointed at him by his 
friends, and is persecuted by the very one he loves 
best on earth. He is ofttimes thrust out of the family 
circle and mourned as dead. No word can sear the 
heart of the converted Jew with such intenbity as 
“Meshumed.” God only knows what I myself suffered 
those first few months when I witnessed for Christ to 
my own family. 

Yet it was a glory to taste at least a portion of 
what Jesus suffered while on earth. “If we suffer, 
we shall also reign with him” (2 Tim. 2:12). Truly 
the Hebrew Christian leaves all to take up his cross 
and follow Christ. The weight of financial affairs, 
earthly ties, precious friendships, worldly ambitions, 
and acquisition of fortune —all these are of secondary 
importance in the eyes of a “born again” believer, for 
Christ, and Christ only, comes first. Oh, but there 
are sweet compensations in this life of sacrifice for 
the Master! The Saviour’s compassionate love is 
nearer and dearer than the love of the one you cherish 
most on earth. There is a joy and a‘tranquillity in 
knowing that by treading the “strait” and “narrow” 
= the believer is doing that which is pleasing in the 

aster’s sight. Yes, the prominent rabbi spoke aright: 
“Jesus is. real!” When Christ dwells in one’s heart, 
by faith, God’s love becomes real, — “old things are 
passed away.” Freed from the bondage of sin, freed 
from the bondage of worry! 

The Jew is not the less a Jew for having accepted 
Jesus. On the contrary, he is now a complete Jew. 
He is only half a Jew when he spurns the “second” 
covenant which God made with Israel. 

The very nucleus of Scripture is Jesus Christ. Dear 
Jewish reader, won’t you prove the truth of this tes- 
timony of mine by searching in an unbiased frame of 
mind through the sacred pages of the Old Testament, 
where you cannot help but find Him who was sent 
“unto es lost sheep of the house of Israel”? (Matt. 
15: 24. 

Come humbly before the throne of God and ask 
his Spirit to direct you to those portions of the Book 
which so plainly reveal the Saviour of the world. 
You will then find him there. You will learn that 
he has already come as the suffering Messiah, and that 
soon, very soon, he will come again as the “King of 
glory.” You will learn that the Lord God says: 
“When I see the blood, I will pass over you” (Exod. 
12:13), which corresponds to God’s statement in the 
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New Testament: “Without shedding of blood is no re- 
mission” (Heb. 9: 22). And that bleod is not the blood 
of bulls and of goats, but the blood shed by the Mes- 
siah on Calvary s cross. 

It is the writer’s earnest’ desire that these prayer 
saturated words of testimony may have some bearing 
on the hearts and minds of all— Jew and Gentile — 
seekers after spiritual truth, and that the message may 
be instrumental in removing some of the “blindness 
[which] in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness 
of the Gentiles be come in” (Rom. 11: 25). 

“Who hath ascended up into heaven, or descended? 
who hath gathered the wind in his fists? who hath 
bound the waters in a garment? who hath established 
all the ends of the earth? what is his name, and what 
ts his son’s name, if thou canst teli?” (Prov. 30: 4.) 


“But these are written, that ye might believe that ' 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing © 
ye might have life through’ his name” (John 20:31). ° 


“ey 
Glad Tidings from Afar 
By Paul Girard Jackson 


Proverbs 25:25 


OOD news from a far country is like cold water 
—F to a thirsty soul, says our proverb. What a vivid 
simile this is! The spiritual mind is at once reminded 
of a kind of good news that as far transcends any 
other as the thoughts of God transcend the thoughts 
of man. For where is the good news that can com- 
pare ares the glad tidings of the Gospel of God’s 
grace 3 


But the Gospel of the grace of God is good news — 


only to that soul who has. first received the bad news 
that among the children of Adam there is none that 
doeth good, no, not one; that the whole world is 
guilty before God. Man thus learns that he is a rebel, 
and that the earth, his dwelling place, is but a rebel- 
lious province of that far country, the kingdom of 
Heaven. Then, indeed, does he become a thirsty soul 
to whom the good news of the Gospel is a draught of 
the water of life! 

What is the nature of this Good News that makes 
it so welcome to the guilty creature, man? It is a 
message of infinite, unmerited love and mercy from 
the King himself. It is the good news that the King 
of the far country has come in the person of his well- 
beloved Son, and has redeemed his rebellious province 
at awful cost to himself, and that he now offers free 
pardon to each guilty rebel ‘who will receive it.- 


Yet his King made answer (few. such kings there be!) 

“Here is bread and here is wine — sit and sup with me.” 

He aa the wine and blessed it. He blessed and brake the 
read; 

With His own hands He served them, and presently He said, 

“Look! These hands they pierced with nails outside my 
city wall — : ot Be . 

- . . I forgive thy treason—I redeem thy fall!” 


This is the Good News; and coupled with it is the 


proclamation that the One who wrought out this gra- - 


cious salvation and then went back to the far country 
will some day return, having received the kingdom, to 
reign over it gloriously. 


And there was given to him dominion, and glory, and a 
kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should 
serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which 
shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not 








What one Sunday-school found to be the best 
time for uninterrupted conferences 








Finding Time for Teachers’ Meetings 


be destroyed (Dan. 7: 14). 


By Hilda Kichmond 














VER and over we have tried to maintain regular 

stated teachers’-meetings in our Sunday-school, 
but they do not hold out. Like many another school 
in these days our teachers and leaders not only work 
in the Bible school, but some of them sing in the choir, 
others have part in the young people’s organizations, 
and all are busy workers in other branches of church 
activity. To give an evening out of each week to 
this work is out of the question. Not a few of our 
younger teachers work for their living, and must have 
some time for rest and recreation. 

We do get together on occasions, sometimes in 
meetings known as the school council and in various 
other ways. These meetings are for the purpose of 
talking about the business of the school, the bringing 
in of new pupils, and the looking after those who have 
dropped out, as well as to think and talk of the les- 
sons for the Quarter, the month or some stated period. 

One of our best plans included two or three hours 
visiting with prospective members in their homes and 
then all the workers meeting for a lunch at the church 
with a conference held right at the tables. This left 
the workers free to go to other meetings later in the 
evening or to their own affairs. It really rested many 


Wabpessoro, N. C. 
housewives, business men, teachers, and workers to 
start out at four in the afternoor:, or earlier if pos- 
sible, make from one to a dozen calls and have a con- 
ference wifh other workers ov<z sandwiches and 
coffee.. : 

Another plan is to have a supper for Sunday-school 
workers perhaps every three months, and there thor- 
oughly go over every problem. Nothing is left to 
chance, but everything is thought cut and briefly pre- 
sented. This is good but has always involved an extra 
supper for some organization. 

The best all-around = we use is the short meeting 
after services at church on Sunday night. It lasts but 
twenty minutes and,is packed full of suggestions and 
Sunday-school plans. Often the Primary teachers 


meet in their group, thee Intermediates in another, and - 


so on, but many times all come together to discuss 
plans: It doesn’t make an extra meeting, it answers 
every purpose, it teaches dispatch with the work, it 
brings more people to the Sunday evening service and 
it always has the presence of the pastor, which could 
not be had on other evenings as he was likely ‘to be 
called away for other duties. The pastor presides, 
and the superintendent presents his plans along with 
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the reports of other members. The meetings are full 
of life and we all-go home feeling encouraged. 
Occasionally we have a meeting at some one’s home, 
but these are not so successful as in the church. It is 
more like a social’ occasion and we fall to visiting 
among ourselves. The best conference is held right 
in the church under the inspiration and guidance of 
the pastor, and with the Sunday ‘calm and absence of 
outside matters. Nobody is watching the clock to see 
if another meeting will be cheated, but all enter into 
the work heartily and well. We all like the time and 
the method, so the meetings are helpful to all. 
KENTON, Ouro. 
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Girls’ Problems of. Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth 











Dear Mother Ruth: I, too, am @ young girl, my parents 
dying when I was a mere baby. I had two beautiful sis- 
ters, they also were taken away, leaving me alone to fight 

. the battle of life when I was only fourteen years old. Now, 
dear Mother Ruth, don’t you think when the Lord takes 
every means of support away from us, that he should take 
care “of that child himself? You know he says that he 
is more willing to give good gifts to his children ‘than any 
father. I have found it very hard to believe that, because 
- I know that if my father or even one of my sisters could 
have lived they would have given me a home; now I do 
not know what the word means. I have been a Christian 
and have always lived a good life, working for God. But 
when I see my girl friends, most of them enjoying two 
_ homes, I can’t help wondering if life is worth while—A 
CHICAGO GIRL. : 


Y DEAR GIRL: “Yes, I know He will “take care 
of that child himself,” but not, according to hu- 
man wisdom. He is so wise that*he cannot err, and 
~ to givé you just what you ask in your way might be 
the very thing to -rum your life and take you out of 
his hands. My dear child, trust your heavenly Father; 
he loves you far more than you can imagine or think, 
~ and would not withhold one thing from you-that would 
be for — good. “My heart is stirred for you, and 
especially when I know iit is a home you’ want, but I 
know God never withholds: any good thing from us, 
and loves to such an extent that he can deny us any- 
thing which in his wisdom would be harmful. 
I know how you will argue this point; and say how 
could it be harmful for you to have a home; but God 
knows. We only reach a conclusion from our wants 


and desires, but he is bigger than these, and knowing. 


from the beginning to the end, he will guide aright. 

I wish you could see that God so loves you that. in 
depriving you of the things that you most wish for, 
he has some plan in your life or for your life that 
could never have matured and blossomed in any other 
way than the one through which he is leading you. 
Are you letting him have his way in your life? Or 
are you just drifting, and do you ever covet? Can't 
you see that just to have the things that you want and 
that others have is not the highest influence in life? 
Whenever we cater to self, we go down the grade, and 
are not following the One who chose poverty, that we 
might be rich in Him (read 2 Cor. 8:9). Are you 
telling God all about it? Are you having a full un- 
derstanding with him, so that he can trust you with his 
thoughts for you? Lean hard upon him, and receive 
the development that this denial of your wishes will 
work in you, if you will let it. Take the “all things” 
that work together for good (Rom. 8:28), and trust 
your heavenly Father. = 

I am going to give you that whole eighth chapter 
of Romans to read. Ponder over it, and let it sink 
deep into your heart, until it becomes a part of you. 
A ttle verse in closing, assuring you of my prayers, 
and the hope that I will hear that you have climbed 
up into the heart of your Lord, and are enjoying the 
denials of God, knowing he does it all in love. 


Some time, when all life’s lessons have been learned, 
And sun and stars forever more have set, 

The things which our weak judgment here have spurned, 
The things o’er which we grieve with lashes wet — 

Will flash before us out of life’s dark night, 
As stars shine most in deeper tints of . blue; 

_ And we shall see how all God’s plans were right, 

And how what.seemed reproof was love most true. 


Mr. Trumbull’s “What Is the Gospel?” gives the 
essentials of salvatign simply and clearly “for the man 
in the street” and every one else. It gives God's Word 
on “Why Men Are Lost,’ “How Men Are Saved,” 
“What Is Salvation,” “The Blessed Hope,” “The Vie- 
torious Life’ (The Sunday School Times Co., 1031 
Walnut Street, Philadelphia, cloth, 75 cents; postage, 
§ cents; paper, 50 cents; postage, 5 cents). 
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_Mr. Phillips was taken with dysentery. 
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Lesson for October 31 
Proverbs 23 : 20-35 
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From the Missionary Watch Tower 


World-wide Gospel gleams in dark places 
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By Ernest Gordon 














R. LOWRY MAXWELL of the Sudan United 
Mission tells that he is living in the very at- 
mosphere of Old Testament heathenism. “We 

peep and mutter, people with famil- 


ferings, so-called communing with the dead, worship 
on every high hill and under every green tree. There 
are local Baals from whom are sought good crops and 
full fishing nets. The very name used for the beings 
worshiped is clearly akin to that used in Chinese, 
The system that I have 
to face among my Sudanese is no mere local super- 
Stition: but a’satrapy of the great empire of the evil 
one against whose tyranny Moses fought and, Elijah 
and Isaiah and Paul and the long line of prophets and 
martyrs. 

“These people are in bondage to evil spirits. A man 
close to my house was openly living with his father’s 
wife. ‘The demons had so ordered!’” Their very 
vocabulary bears witness to their mental and spiritual 
condition. “We have no word for light in my tribe, 
but we have a word for darkness. We have not found 
a satisfactory word for life, but there is one quite 
ready at hand for death. There is no word at all for 
hope, but suitable ones for sorrow, pain, mourning.” 

t is among such people that the Rev. I. D. Hep- 
burn has settled at Lezin Lafiya. They are called 
Madas and have given much trouble to the government, 
so that their land has been closed to Europeans. Mr. 
Hepburn is the first white allowed to reside per- 
manently among them. He has a difficult task before 
him in learning their language, winning their con- 
fidence, and visiting them in their steep, rocky, moun- 
tain-top villages and towns. 


Lambaland lies between the great copper and lead 
mining center of Broken Hill, Northern Rhodesia and 
the Katanga mining district of. the Belgian Congo. 
The Cape to Cairo railway brings one right there. 
A. Phillips with his associates 
started to evangelize the Lambas, they had to march 
750 miles from Nyasaland, through forest and swamp 
over rivers and mountains, facing wild beasts and rep- 


~ tiles in their habitats, carrying with them the burden 


of food for ten months. At a place called Kapopo 
For weeks 


he hung between. life and death, so that his companion 


- looked up in the cable code the message which. should 


announce his death in England. Fortunately, however, 
a trader named Ullman, a Bavarian Jew, took the sick 


‘man in, nursed him and brought him through. Then 


he secured from the government a permit for the mis- 

sionaries to build on any site they chose. “So is Chris- 

a in Lambaland doubly indebted to the Chosen 
ace.” 

The Lambas were ‘a down-trodden, forlorn people 
whose life energies had been sapped by the -cruelties 
of the slave-traders. Their language was first put 
into print by Mr. Phillips, short written translations 
of Scripture, hymns, and so forth being the first prod- 
uct. Now they have a vernacular literature leading 
in scope and quality that of all peoples in Northern 
Rhodesia. Meetings were soon initiated, but the 
earliest and most effective testimony lay in the cleaner 
lives of the Nyasaland Christian carriers who accom- 
panied the expedition. This evoked the admiration of 
the unevangelized Lambas. After two years of faith- 
ful work, four young men and five lads waited on Mr. 
Phillips saying, “We are waiting to respond to the 
words of God.” It was the beginning of the church 
in Lambaland. 

Since then, Mr. Phillips has established a station at 
Lwamala, an unevangelized district, This is reaching 
out to the timorous, secluded Twa people who inhabit 
the Great Lukanga Swamp whither their forbears had 
been driven by slave-raiders, The Lamba field as a 
whole is larger than Scotland and the task of evan- 
gelizing and educating this nation of 70,000 souls lies 
entirely in the hands of this feeble band of mission- 
aries. 


In the early days of the mission, Mr. Phillips with 
a few native carriers was lost in the jungle when on 
an evangelistic tour. After eight miles’ travel he 
found himself at the end of a path with very thick‘and 
tall grass towering above him, twelve feet high. It 
was in an elephant jungle, a dangerous place for life 
and limb if one runs across its denizens. The native 
carriers were greatly alarmed. They had been travel- 
ing four hours in the hot sun and were hungry and 
tired. Phillips told them to sit down and eat what 
food they had with them. When they had finished 
he said, “Close your eyes and we will ask our heavenly 
Father to direct our footsteps.” So in simple Lamba 
language he put up an earnest prayer for guidance 
realizing no little responsibility, for in those days the 








people knew nothing or little of the reality of prayer. 
“Having said ‘Amen,’ I told them to pick up their 
loads as we should start.” 

When they demurred, insisting that they were lost, 
Mr. Phillips reptied that the Father in Heaven saw 
their plight and would show them the way out. Then 
he started; they following dubiously. They had walked 
through the deep -grass jungle about a mile, which 
under the circumstances seemed much farther. Sud- 
denly they heard the crowing of a cock. “Didn’t my 
heart go up in praise and’ thanksgiving! It meant 
people, food, water, and safety. When we reached 
the village we found that it was Kombe, where the 
Lamba chiefs‘were formerly buried in much secrecy. 
Needless to say- we had a good meeting there.” 


Glimpses of “Ethnic Religion.’’—The Presbyterian 
Medical Mission, while received cordially in Afghan- 
istan, was strictly forbidden to undertake religious 
propaganda. What happens to those who offend in 
this direction is illustrated in the case of a certain 
moulvi by the name of Ni’matullah Khan. He had be- 
come an adherent of the Ahmadiya sect, a small Mo- 
hammedan group that felt called to rouse the world 
of Islam to more active religious interest. Among 
other of their teachings which Moslems have found 
heretical is that which represents Christ as taken from 
the cross living, restored by a miraculous ointment, 
wandering to Srinagar in Kashmir and there buried 
in a tomb still to be identified. For having denied 
that Jesus “the Spirit of God” is net still alive in 
earthly body and to come again in second advent, 
Ni’matullah Khan was sentenced for blasphemy. On 
the last day of last August he was buried to the waist 
in the ground and then stoned until his body was in- 
visible under a cairn of missiles, 


A hunger and thirst after righteousness is not 
a.common trait of the natural man. It is the Spirit 
which convicts of sin and righteousness and without 
this conviction men would never move toward God. 
The Chinese Recorder published some time ago the 
results of a questionnaire among visitants to a Chi- 
nese temple. The worshipers were asked what they 
prayed for when they visited these places of devo- 
tion. Twenty-five said for general blessings, sixteen 
for cure of disease, fifteen for wealth, twenty-two to 
live in safety and peace, six to get out of trouble, three 
for goodness, and two for forgiveness of sins. When 
asked concerning their purpose in life thirty-nine an- 
swered to enjoy wealth, thirty-eight to enjoy happi- 
ness, ten to make a living, three to give glory to an- 
cestors, one to avoid pain, two to pass the days, and 
four to prepare for the next world. Not a single per- 
son expressed any responsibility for his fellow men, 
or any determination to devote himself to others, 


More of the Tender Mercies of the Heathen.— 
Dr. McDowell of the American Presbyterian Mission 
in Teheran tells of a Persian eye specialist who, 
after concluding a cataract or other operation, spits 
in the eye. Infection is the natural result. When a 
Mohammedan lad with gangrene in the foot is brought 
in, Dr. McDowell advises amputation of a small part 
of the foot. But this is unthinkable to the Mohamme- 
dan. The gangrene proceeds upward and the boy is 
brought again. “I can still save his life if you will 
allow me to amputate the leg.” The ignorant Mo- 
hammedan parents, intent only on burying their boy 
intact for the sake of his future in Paradise, say, 
“No! better to bury the boy as he is than to have him 
lose a limb and be crippled in the next life.” The un- 
conscious lad is borne away to his death. 

Or take the following. It is reduced from Captain 
Noel’s letters in the London Times, after his attempted 
ascent of Everest. 

At Gyantse in Tibet there are great monasteries, the 
entrances of which are guarded from the invasion of 
evil spirits by stuffed yaks or buffaloes suspended in 
the air. On New Year’s day the city is purified from 
o same spirit enemies and this is the fashion of their 
loing. 

A beggar is stripped naked, covered with the putri- 
fied viscera of animals which are hung about his 
neck and body and then pushed out of a temple where 
the crowd greets him, beating drums and sounding 
trumpets to drive away the spirits. The unfortunate 
is pummeled and stoned until he reaches the open coun- 
try unless he succumbs before he gets there. 

Evil spirits are also placated by the annual dance 
in the Tendjellin monastery. This is supposed to famil- 
iarize the people with the demons and divinities they 
are to meet aiter death. The lamas clad in garments 
of Chinese silk and with frightful masks on their 
faces dance the measures which evil spirits are thought 
to use when dancing. The priests brandish a tam- 
bourine made of a skull, and the music, infernal in its 





discords, comes from trumpéts made of leg-bones, 
cymbals, drums, and horns. This: dull and sinister 
music becomes an insupportablé ¢lamor. The chief 
lama presides at the ceremony sitting all: day long on 
his throne immovable as a Buddha, 

From Cabinet-Maker to Medical Missionary.—Dr. 
John C. Young, for forty years medical missionary 
at Aden in Arabia was converted-in an open-air meet- 
ing in the Cowcaddens, Glasgow. He was’an appren- 
tice to a cabinet-maker, but determined to prepare 
himself for the mission field. Ultimately, he took the 
medical course in Glasgow University, attending the- 
ological lectures at the same time and supporting him- 
self by teaching. In 1868, he took up the medical 
ministry in the terrible Aden climate, which the death 
of Keith-Falconer had left vacant. During his long 
service, he performed thousands of surgical operations 
and his fame throughout Arabia was such that Arabs 
came great distances to avail themselves of the help 
of “this servant of God,’ as they called him. Dr, 
Young was unmarried, and in later years he renounced 
his endowed salary in favor of a colleague, himself 
working as a purely volunteer missionary. 

The British Medical Journal recounts how Dr. 
Young secured the abolition of the custom, sanctioned 
by Moslem law, of chopping off the right hand as a 
punishment for theft. Bleeding was stopped by plung- 
ing the stump into boiling tar. Various cases of this 
sort having come to the doctor’s attention for treat- 
ment he interceded with the Sultan to prohibit the 
barbarous punishment in the future. His request was 
granted and faithfully fulfilled. Dr. Young had the 
friendship and gratitude of the Arabs, but there were 
also dangerous exceptions. One Arab dignitary, op- 
erated on for eye-trouble, disregarded directions and 
lost his eye through sepsis. Bitterly disappointed, he 
sent an agent to stab the doctor. Fortunately the lat- 
ter was not at home, but his fine horse received the 
death blow intended for himself. 


Mission Notes.—The Baptist Union of Russia, un- 
der the lead of the Rev. J. A. Golaieff, plans the evan- 
gelization of the pagan and. Moslem populations of 
Russia, the motto of the Union for the present year 
being “Christ for the Pagans and Mohammedans in 
the Union of Soviets of Soviet Russia.” There are 
three million Kalmuks, Buriats, Chuvashes, who are 
either pagan or Buddhist. The Mohammedan Tartars, 
Kirghises, and the like, number fourteen million. 


Nineteen years ago Reginald Lorrain, a London 
gerk, went out to evangelize Lakkerland, which lies 

the region between Burma and Hindustan. The 
country was then in Egyptian darkness; now very few 
even of the remote villages but have heard the word 
of life. None could then read; now there are several 
hundred readers, and they have the best of the New 
Testament in their own tongue. “Except for one 
advertisement in a religious paper no other appeal has 
been made for funds apart from the little organ of 
the mission, The Lakker Pioneer. Yet in all these 
years funds have come in from all over the world and 
as the need of the field has grown so- have they too 
increased.” 


The Mecosa revival, Bombay, is traced by Bishop 
Warne to the prayers of the Rev. Bowen Bruégre, who 
for three years poured out his strength in prayer for 
revival. This revival is increasing in power and is 
spreading to surrounding churchés. The churches are 
packed and many are saved. There have been striking 
manifestations of Christ’s presence. Thus one who 
had been prayed with narrates that shortly afterward 
she saw Christ coming in brightness and placing his 
hand on her head. “Immediately I felt the life cur- 
rent going through my body and was healed.” 


Mr. W. J. Pratt, an English Methodist missionary 
visiting the new Christians of the Grand Bassan country 
on the Ivory Coast, Africa, has been received with tu- 
multuous demonstrations —crowds, brass bands,- and 
the waving of flags. These people have come out of 
heathenism and are clamoring for instruction in Chris- 
tian things. “I preached to a congregation of over 
12,000 at one point,” writes Mr. Pratt. 


Signs of a mass movement in the Deccan are re- 
ported. Mohammedan missionaries are going about 
the villages trying to hold the people back, but the 
jungle camp-meetings of Methodism grow larger each 
year. “Formerly people went to the jungle to hunt; 


now to pray” is a common saying. 

Twenty missionary societies are now at work in 
the Sudan, with a staff of over four hundred and 
twenty missionaries occupying one hundred and twenty 
stations. This is the growth of a quarter century. 
His Word is marching on! 

New Hampton, N. H. 
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THE EVILS OF STRONG DRINK 


International Uniform Lesson.—Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
Golden Text.—At the last it biteth like a serpent, and stingeth like an adder.—Prov. 23 : 32 








The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


UR lesson this week is concerned with a single 

great topic, the evils of strong drink. October 

31 is the World’s Temperance Sunday, and in- 
deed the whole world is injured by alcohol. I desire 
first to say a few things that may be a preliminary 
survey of the question before we go to face our class 
with the lesson. 

It has been abundantly proved that the use of alco- 
hol, in however small quantities, lessens a man’s power 
of self-control. Sir Victor Horsley and Dr. Mary 
Sturge published a book on the effects of alcohol on 
the human body (“Alcohol and the Human Body”). 
This is what they say about self-control: ‘“Self-con- 
trol is one of the highest functions of the brain, and 
the racial a which results to a people as a con- 
sequence of the individual practice of self-control can- 
not be esteemed too highly. Therefore we train our 
children, as far as possible, to control their emotions 
and their actions, in the hope that ultimately they may 
become worthy members of the community. Alcohol 
deadens the brain cells wherein are registered the ideals 
on which we depend for calmness of judgment, and 
thus causes lapses of self-control especially in young 
adults.” 

Dr. Hyslop of the Bethlem Royal Hospital for the 
Insane writes: “Intemperance does not necessarily 
mean only obvious and palpable drunkenness, From 
the very moment in which alcohol has disturbed the 
healthy exercise of the mental faculties, or has im- 
paired the moral sense by unduly exciting the animal 
passions, or has in any way unfitted a person for dis- 
charging his duties in the proper struggle for survival, 
from that moment there has been gylt of intemper- 
ance.” The Word of God assures us that one import- 
ant result of the Holy Spirit exercising full sway in 
a man’s heart is self-control (Gal. 5:23). The use 
of alcohol, therefore, in even small quantities is di- 
a antagonistic to the influences of the Spirit of 


Another matter which needs to be studied is the 
Bible use of the terms for wine and the like. To begin 
with, it should be observed that the strongest wines 
known in Bible times could not have had more than 
thirteen percent of alcohol since fermentation ceases 
at that stage and the procéss of fortifying wine had 
not been invented. People sometimes become drunk even 
through the use of such wine as this, but it was gen- 
erally used with food and was so diluted with’ water 
as to be almost non-intoxicant. : id 

Apart from this consideration the chief use of the 
grapes themselves was for (Gen. 1:29). It 
may well be that some of the words translated “wine” 
are used either of solids or liquids. Thus, for in- 
stance, in Isaiah 55:1 wine (Heb., yayin) is used in 
connection with milk. The two words together ex- 
press the provision of the complete supply for man’s 
needs.. As milk .stands for the liquid necessary for 
his strength and enjoyment, it seems at least probable 
that “wine” represents the solid part of his nourish- 
ment. With this Hebrew use we may compare the 
use of our own word “tea.” Is it a liquid or a solid? 
As we all know the answer is to be determined by the 
context. So in Hebrew the word yayin (wine) may 
mean (1) grapes, (2)grape juice, (3) fermented, and 
therefore, intoxicating liquor. The teacher may also 
compare Jeremiah 40:10 where the structure of the 
sentence suggests. that the three terms mentioned all 
refer to fruits, that is, to solids. 

It is to be recognized that there are many passages 


in which yay undoubtedly refers to intoxicating © 


drink, as in Jeremiah 23:9. To recollect this fact 
will enable us to understand those verses in which God 
promises wine as one of his special gifts to mankind. 
‘He causeth the grass to grow for the cattle, .. . 
and wine that maketh glad the heart of man” (Psa. 
104: 14, 15). We conclude then that yayin is a word 
of ambiguous meaning. And interpreting Scripture by 
Scripture weemay further conclude that when the word 
is used in a sense it means the good thing and 
not the bad thing, but that where it is used in a bad 
sense it means the intoxicant. 

Another important word is shekar, which is always 
translated “strong drink.” And this word is always used 
in a bad sense and in terms of reprobatiom Now let it 
be noted that the distillation, of spirits was not in- 
vented until about the eleventh century of the Christian 
era and that it is a proved fact that fermentation 
ceases at a strength of thirteen percent of alcohol. 
This percentage is about the same as that which §is 

’ found in sherry. It is this comparatively light percent- 
age which throughout the Bible is spoken of in terms 
ot ewuahiation. Modern fortified spirits such as rum, 


Devotional Reading: Psalm 97 : 1-6, 10-12. 
Primary Topic : Learning to be Temperate. 
Lesson Material; Proverbs 23 : 29-35. 
Memory Verse : Whether therefore ye eat or drink or what- 
soever ye do, do hed the glory of God.—x Cor, 10: 31. 
Appetite. 
Lesson Material : Proverbe ts: 29-35. 
Memory Verses: Proverbs 23 : 32; x Corinthians 10: 31. 
Intermediate and Senior Topic: Alcoholic Beverages Hurtful to 
the In and to Society. 
Topic for Young People and Adults: Light Wine and Beer a 


enace. 


Junior, Topic: Centrol of 











29 Who <3 2woe? who hath *sorrow? who hath conten- 


tions 
Who ee complaining? who hath wounds without 
cause 
Who hath * redness of eyes? 
3@ They that tarry long at the wine; 
They that go to * seek out mixed wine. 
31 Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, 
When it sparkleth in the cup, 
When it * goeth down smoothly: 
32 At the last it biteth like a serpent, 
And stingeth like an adder. 
33 Thine eyes shall behold ° strange things, 
And thy heart shall utter perverse things. 
34 Yea, thou shalt be as he that lieth down in the midst 


© sea, 
Or as he that lieth upon the top of a mast. 
35 = have stricken me, shalt thou say, and I was not 
jurt; 
They have beaten me, and I felt it not: 
When shall I awake? I will seek it yet again. 
“Heb., Oh! *Heb., Alas! *Or, darkness. ‘Or, try. 
*Or, moveth itself aright. °Or, strange women. - 


American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








brandy, and the like we may safely aver were quite 
unknown in Bible days. If you want to know what 
God thinks of such light wines read Isaiah 5: 11-22. 

Another word frequently used in the Old Testament 
is the word tirosh translated either “wine” or “new 
wine.” The Hebrew word is derived from a root 
meaning to possess. It is not quite certain whether 
the idea is that the wine possesses the man who drinks 
it, or whether it is the man’s possession. On the whole 
the latter seems the more likely thought, as a reference 
to the concordance will show. But it is fair to say 
that the lexicons give the former idea as the root one. 
This word is used always in a good sense. It is not 
always certain whether it refers to the fruit or the 
juice. 

Another word is chemer which is used in Ezra and 
Daniel. In Isaiah 27:2 it seems to refer to the grapes 
themselves. 

Asis is only used in a bad sense. The same is true 
of mimsak which means wine mixed with spices. Sobe 
also is confined.to a bad sense. 

Chometz is translated vinegar in our version. It 
means sour wine and is always referred to as some- 
thing unpleasant to the taste. It was this drink prob- 
ably which was offered to our Lord at his crucifixion. 
This was in accordance with the injunction in Proverbs 
31:6 which is supposed to refer to the practice of giv- 
ing intoxicants to deaden the pain of execution. 

Shemarim is used of wine in Isaiah 25:6. It refers 
not to the wine itself, but ‘to. the’ lees or sediment. 
“Drinking the lees” is a figure used symbolically of 
the bitter penal consequences of sin (Psa. 75:8). The 
Isaianic promise, therefore, means that God will can- 
cel these consequences for all nations. Every result 
of sin will be obliterated in the new earth. 

_ In the New Testament the, common word for wine 
is oinos, This word is generally used in a bad sense 
in the New Testament. The important exceptions to 
these are 1 Timothy 5:23, Revelation 6: 6, and John’2. 
The injunction to Timothy was clearly of the nature 
of a medical prescription and need not detain us. Al- 
cohol may sometimes be useful as.a medicine, though 
medical opinion now’ is rather in fayer of other drugs 
where they can easily be obtained. 
inducing the alcohol habit in aepatient is too great ‘to 
be risked unless absolutely necessary. 

- In Revelation 6:6 the reference is probably to the 
ruit. 

There remains to be considered the incident in John, 
chapter 2. Infidel writers have made much of this 
miracle. One says “Jesus Christ’s very first perform- 
ance was turning water into wine to keep a spree go- 
ing.” If oinos necessarily means intoxicating wine 
then the Lord Jesus Christ by creating such a quan- 
tity of wine as 120 gallons must have been contribut- 
ing to a drunken debauch such as no decent person 
then or now would be guilty of. We may conveniently 
infer that oinos, like the Hebrew yayin, is a generic 
term and its meaning in each individual occurrence 
must be assigned from the context. 

Our: brief survey of Bible terms used of strong 
drink may thus be sunimed up.» First, we cannot abso- 


seca 


The danger of - 





lutely differentiate between words meaning intoxicating 
and those meaning non-intoxicating drinks. Some are 
always used in the former sense» But the ones most 
commonly employed are ambiguous. Second, nowhere 
are we embarrassed by any even apparent commenda- 
tion or condonation of the use of intoxicating drinks. 

We are now free to turn to the positive teaching of 
the Word of God on this matter. 
and repeated. It savors of intellectual dishonesty for 
anyone to treat the Bible as the brewers’ or distillers’ 
text book, as is sometimes done. 

_ The Christian standard in the whole matter is suffi- 
ciently set forth in such passages as the following: 
“Take heed lest by any means this liberty of yours 
become a stumblingblock to the weak” (1 Cor, 8:9). 
“If meat causeth my. brother to stumble; I will eat no 
flesh for evermore, that I cause not my brother to 
stumble” (1 Cor..8:13). “It is good not to eat flesh, 
nor to drink wine, nor to do anything whereby thy 
brother stumbleth” (Rom. 14: ar). 

There remains yet another question which may trou- 
ble some. Alcohol is after all something which God 
has made. Can it be right to condemn it so absolutely ? 
The answer to this is that God made a great many 
other things which were not intended to be for man to 
eat or drink. Prussic acid is a useful thing, but not 
as a beverage. Alcohol is a good creature of God, 
but as Henry Ford put it, its proper place is in the 
engine, not in the engineer. It is one of the best motor 
fuels we possess. And it is useful in the production of 
varnishes and drugs. I cannot, however, believe that 
God made the prepes and the corn with the intention 
that man should subject them to a process of putrefac- 
tion so that their valuable foodstuffs might be changed 
into poisonous alcohol and carbonic acid gas and then 
to be used as drinks with the frequent result of drunk- 
enness, crime, and misery. : 

This is not to say that those who are not abstainers 
are guilty of sin in this respect, but it is to say that 
they offend against the law of love. Such people sin, 
not because they drink alcoholic beverages, but because 
they neglect the law of love. 

The Expository Meaning 

Our portion this week is a short one and the exposi- 
tion need only be brief. e 

Proverbs 23: 29.—Complaining. The Hebrew word 
means melancholy, quarrelsomeness. : ‘ 
Verse 30.—Tarry long, % e., dawdle over the wine 
cups. E 

Verse 31.—Look-not thow. Here is an injunction not 
merely to moderation in the use of wine, but of absolute 
prohibition. If we may not even look upon it we-cer- 
tainly may not drink it. Goeth down smoothly. The old 
version is “when it moveth itself aright,” as in the mar- 
gin of the Revised Version. Perhaps this is the true 
translation. The wine in the cup is compared to the eye 
in its socket. As the cup is moved the wine swirls 
in a manner suggesting the movement of the eye. 


Verse 33.—Strange things, or as in the margin, 
“strange women.” Intemperance and impurity go to- 
gether. 

Verse 34.—The midst of the. sea. The helplessness 
of the drunkard. is indicated here. Notice also the 
naturalness of the reference in view of the great de- 
velopment of sea traffic which took place under Solo- 
mon. Top of a mast, ‘The word “top” is used in the 
nautical sense. The top is the place for the lookout. 
In warships, until.a few years ago, it became an en- 
closed platform upon which quick firing guns were 
mounted. It was a bullet fired from the top ofa 
French. man-of-war which. slew Nelson at Trafalgar. 
The introduction of the dreadnought type of battleship 
rendered fighting tops useless. But while they were 
in use quite a number of men were stationed there 
when the ship was in action: ..The lattice masts which 
have ‘been used in the American Navy. are said to have 
been subject to such violent oscillations that even the 
most seasoned seamen were rendered helplessly sick. 
Such men could well understand the meaning of Proy- 
erbs 23: 34. ase 

Verse 35.—I felt. it not.. The insensibility of drunk- 
enness. I will seck it yet again. The worst evil of 
strong drink is that the-more its victim takes the more 
he craves for it: 


The Homiletical Form 
Atcono. THE DESTROYER 
1. It destroys a man’s body (vs. 34, 35). 
2. It destroys a man’s happiness (v. 29). 
3. It destroys a man’s purity (v. 33). 
4. It destroys a man’s common sense (v. 33). 
5. It destroys a man’s soul (v. 32). 
Tunsripce WELLS, ENG. 
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- Leeson for October 31 


Proverbs 23-: 29-35 


Questions for Teacher and Class 
The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 
. ing character. They are written by several members of 
The Sunday School Times staff,— Mr. Howden, Professor 
Ellis, Mrs. Hatton,- Mrs. Askew, Mr, Smith, and the 
| Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 
tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 
bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 
discover the answers as given in the following issue? 


OW many evils are named in verse 29? 
2. Name others that are indicated in the lesson text. 
3. Which of these evils have been eliminated from the 
tesults of the use of strong drink today by social service 
br ethical reform? 
4 Can you add any evils not here included? (Personal.) 


5. Quote a verse in the lesson that proves Solomon teaches 
‘total abstinence.” 


6. In what books in the Bible can you find admonition 
against the use of strong drink? 


7. In what books can you find examples of intoxication 
that resulted in evils? 

8. What cl 
wine, in the Bible 

9. Show the effect of temperance or intemperance upon 
the individual — physically. : 

10. Show the effect of temperance or intemperance upon 
the individual — mentally. 


11. Show the effect of temperance or intemperance. upon 
the individual — socially. 


12, Show the effect of temperance or intemperance upon 
the individual ~ spiritually. 

13. What right uses of wine are mentioned in the Bible? 

14. What are the symbolical uses ‘of wine in Scripture? 


ple are especially forbidden to drink 





of p 
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Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers’ to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


“ 
The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H, Ridgway 


Bootleg Whiskey.—Who hath woe? who-hath sor- 
row? who hath contentions? (v. 29.) The answer 
is easy. The bootleggers’ customers. Only a little 
while ago one-of America’s multi-millionaire manu- 


* facturers died from bad ‘liquor procureé through a 


% 


“In the middle of the 


hotel bell boy. All-death is sorrow, but a drunkard’s 
death is sorrow superlative. ‘‘How did your father 
die?” innocently asks some friend in the days to come, 
and the old wound is torn afresh. The children have 
a “scrap” “Yes, I may be all you say—or not, but 
my granddaddy didn’t kill himself with bootleg booze.” 
The twenty-year-old “bobbed hair” bandit of New 
York has just been sentenced to jail. The probation 
officer who investigated the case found she was the 
output of a drunkard’s home. There seem to be all 
things devilish in a bottle of booze, not excepting death. 
Over in Midway our shops were next door to the old 
Midway hotel. Saturday was pay day in the mills. 
It was a rare Saturday when there was not a fight 
in the hotel yard. The hard liquor that was served 
was called “Red Eye” ‘and “Rot Gut,” and it was cor- 
rectly named, for it did both! I stood one day in a 
dirty bare room of that old hotel and watched one of 
its best customers die. He was Joe, a splendid old 
blacksmith. It was awful. Talk about woe! Talk 
about sorrow! Joe had them both to-perfection. “Bill, 
Bill, Bill,’ he* shouted, “can’t you save me?” “No, 
Joe, but Jesus can,” I told him. I pointed him to the 
thief on Cal as I have pointed many another like 
him. “There, Joe, you hang. You have only to turn 
and look and cry, ‘Lord, remember me.’” And poor 
eld rum-soaked Joe did that very thing and cried, 
“Glory Hallelujah!” and fell back with a smile on his 
_ ) he relapsed into coma (John 3:14, 15; Acts 
16: 31). ; 

Alcoholic Horrors.—Thine eyes shall behold strange 
things aN 33). Congressman Barclay is from Pad 5 
Ky. was one of the legislators sent to J 
after the war to observe conditions. He told me this: 
On his réturn home he was addressing a public meet- 
ing ‘of “his Constituents and describing what he had 
seen in London, Paris, Rome, Venice, and other places. 
a tall, flank, down-the-river 
citizen arose and cried with a fine nasal accent, “Rep- 
resént-a-tive Barclay, kin I ask you all a question?” 


~ “Sure,” replied, Barclay.. “Rep-re-sent-a-tive Barclay, 
~“did you all ever have delirium tremens?” “No, I never 


had,” ‘said Barclay. “Well, then, Rep-re-sent-a-tive 
Barclay, you all hain’t been no whar, an’ you all hain’t 
seen nawthin’.” Did you ever see a man who had the 
“jimjams”? Well, I hope you never will. It is the 
most awful thing you ever saw. I never did but once, 
and that once is enough for a lifetime. If the mémbers 


of the Society Against Prohibition could have just one 


charicé to help hold a fellow man who had delirium 
tremens, the society would evaporate like the morning 
dew. Women have lost their bloom and grown gray 


“in a single night in a house alone with a mania a potu 


husband. “Hell can be nothing to that,” many a wo- 
man has testified. If the “wet” women who cry for 
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the free flow’ of booze could be gathered together fot 
an automobile excursion to the poor farms, the hospital 


» for incurables, the ‘insane asylums, how quickly their 


tune “and their atmosphere would be changed! When 
a census: of. “wet” women is taken, they are almost all 
found to be those who are “sporty” and who train 
with the “high roller” crowd. I do not know a single 
one tied up with the noble and altruistic things of the 
land. They are mostly grist for the sanitarium hopper 
and the divorce mill, 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 


This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 
Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 





THE PrinciPLe oF ANALYSIS.—Train pupils to 
think the lesson into its elements and thus discover 
its organization, 











fi IS possible that in our emphasis upon the enforce- 
Ment of the prohibition law we are permitting our 
children to grow up uninformed, as their fathers were, 
of the evils which this law is endeavoring to correct. 
It has often been asserted that it was a generation that 
had been trained in,Sunday-school and in public school 
to know the evils of strong drink that voted it an ille- 
gal traffic. It is still necessary that the new generations 
be thus taught if these evils. are not to be legalized 
again. A lesson such. as the one before us will operate 
in that direction, 

_. This lesson is a famous, ever-true, though very old 
analysis.of the evils of strong drink by the wise.man 
of old. The function of the’class will be not to make 
the analysis but to accept it as given and recognize 
the significance of the different elements of evil pre- 
sented. What a catalogue it is, starting with the six 
interrogations at the beginning of the lesson, and in- 
cluding later the lustful imagination, the perverse 
thought expressing itself in irresponsible speech, the 
reeling movements, the physical insensibility, and the 
fatal grip of a habit that at the last “biteth like a 
serpent, and stingeth like an adder.” The class may 
find it profitable to distinguish which of the evils are 
physical and which. are mental and spiritual; also 
which of them exhaust themselves in their effect upon 
the individual and which ones reach out in effect to 
the groups of human life of which the drunkard forms 
a part. It might be worthy of thought also for the 
more advanced classes to try to add to this list any 
evils which might not be properly here involved: The 
“conclusion of the whole matter” will be found not at 
the end of the lesson, but in the midst of it in verse 31. 

HuntInopon, Pa. 


* 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that. g 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 
word “Print.” 

Illustrations on other verses than the Golden Text are 
specially desired, though some om the,Golden Text are also 


Another Kind of Difference.—Who hath redness 
of eyes? (v. 29.) <A stockbroker, returning to his 
office after a substantial luncheon with a client, said 
to-his head clerk, “Mr. Putkin, the world looks dif- 
ferent to a man when he has a bottle of champagne in 
him.” “Yes, sir,” said the clerk, “and he looks dif- 
ferent to the world.”—From the Sunday Circle. Sent 
by Mrs. M. Watts, Ewell, Surrey, Eng. Prize dlus- 
tration, ‘ 


Let the Rock Remain.—A? the lasivit. biteth ke a 
serpent (Golden Text): A large*rock fell on the back 
of a snake one day, says an old fable. The snake 
called to a* calf who» was passing to remove it, but he 
refused. “If I take it off, you will bite me,” he said. 
“No,” replied the snake, “I will promise not to bite.” 
The poor calf removed the rock and they went on 
together. “Now I am going to bite you,” said the 
snake. “But you promised not to,” the poor calf said. 
“I know, but it is my nature to bite and I cannot help 
it.” They met a fox just then and the calf asked him 
to settle the He would not, unless he could 
see the rock on the snake as it was, and see what the 
calf did. So when the rock was at last placed on the 
snake the fox turned to the calf and said, “Now that 
the rock is on his back I think: it is safest to leave it 
there.” Many r, simple “calves” would remove the 
prohibition rock from John Barleycorn, but it is a 
matter of safety first. It is his nature to bite; let 
the rock remain——Told by a prohibition worker in 
Canada... Sent by L. E. Nunns, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons for 

the year may be had from The Sunday School Times 

Company, 1031 Wainut Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 


. Fourth Quarter 
1. October 3.—Israel Journeying Toward Canaan 
; Numbers 10 : 11-36 
2. October 10.—The Reports of the Spies 
Numbers 13:1 to 14348 
3. October 17.—Moses Honored in His Death 
Deuteronomy 32 : 45-52; 34: 5-8 
4 October 24.~—Joshua, Israel’s New Leader 
Numbers 27 : 18-20; Joshua 1 : 1-9 
&. October 31.—The Evils of Strong Drink. (World's 
Temperance Sunday)............se000: Proverbs 23 : 29-35 
6. November 7.—The Fall of Jericho ........ Joshua 6 : 12-20 
7. November 14.—Caleb’s Faithfulness Rewarded 
Joshua 14 : 6-18 
8 November 21.—Joshua Rehewing the Covenant 
Joshua 24 : 14-25 
9. November 28.—Gideon and the Three Hundred 
Judges. 7 : 1-25 
10. December 5.—Ruth and Naomi...........+++ Book of Ruth 
11. December 12.—The Boy Samuel ......... 1 Samuel 1 to 3 
12, December 19.—Samuel the Just Judge...... 1 Samuel 7, 12 
Or, Christmas Lesson: The Saviour’s Birth, Luke 2 : 8-20 
13. Review: December 26.—Moses to Samuel 











Sacred Serpents.—Ai the last it biteth like a ser- 
pent, and stingeth like an adder (Golden Text). I 
was reading some time ago an account of snake wor- 
ship in India. I read of a mother who saw a snake 
come into her homé.and coil around her six months 
old infant; and she thought the reptile was a sacred 
thing, that she did not dare to touch it. She saw that 
snake destroy her child, she heard its pitiful cries 
but dared not rescue it. My soul revolted as I read it. 
But I do not. know but we have things right here in 
America just as bad as that serpent in India. Ser- 
pents that are coming into many a Christian home and 
coiling around many a son and binding them hand 
and foot while fathers and mothers seem to be asleep. 
—From D. L. Moody. Sent by Emily McFarland, 
Newark, Ohio. 


The Question Answered.—Ai? the last it biteth like 
a serpent, and stingeth like an adder (Golden Text). 
A young man, cenverted during evangelistic meetings, 
desirous of doing something. for God, bought some 
tracts, and while distributing them he met some of 
his old.companions who derided him when he spoke to 
them of Jesus. “Here,” one said, “can you tell me 
where hell is?” “Yes,” said the young convert, “it 
is at the end of a Christless life.”—From tract, “Where 
Hell Is.” Sent by. Emily McFarland, Newark, Ohio. 


The Blasphemous Reproach.—Look not thou upon 
the wine when 3 is red (v. 31). The remark is often 
made (in the East) by the natives when they see a 
Mohammedan drunk, “He has left Mohammed and 
gone to Jesus.”—From J. B. Gough. Sent by W. R. 
Clark, Redruth, Eng. - 


A Worm’s Wisdom.—They have stricken me, shalt 
thou say, and I was not hurt (v. 35). The Depart- 
ment of Zoology at Harvard recently undertook to find 
out certain things about the worm family. .A worm 
was put in a box, with two holes cut in it through 
which it could crawl in and out. Across the path :lead- 
ing to the exit he would naturally use, there was a 
wire charged lightly with electricity. The worm 
crossed the wire and got the shock. He tried again 
and took .the unpleasant current. ‘The third time he 
had the same experience. He only needed three les- 
sons, and then he became wise. He never tried that 
door again, always went in and out by the‘ one that 
had no live wire in front of it. This worm, which the 
professors called “One-eyed: Pete,” might teach some 
people who never learn by experience-—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by W. R. Clark, Redruth, Eng. 


From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank thee 
for the. plain words in thy Word concerning -the evils of 
strong drink. We thank thee for the progress that has 
been made in our own time toward shutting out from 
our neighborhoods the encouragements to the use of that 
which so greatly brings woe and sorrow. Wilt thou help us 
to be strong in every way to confirm the progress that has. 
thus been made, and to further the: work of’ removing this 
evil from among men. Give us courage and wisdom for the 
task, and faithfulness to thee in otir personal habits and in 
our efforts to help others. We ask‘this in the name of our 
Lérd Jesus. Amen. 


A Word to the Superintendent.—In this issue of 
The Sunday School Times you will find on page 609 
some items of news or other facts of interest on the 
subject of temperance. You could undoubtedly make 
good use of these items by distributing them among 
various classes and having a representative of each 
class read, at the proper time in the service, the para- 
graph committed toeach one. Then call on the school to 
tell you some of the results of drink, as set forth in the 
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lesson, and put them on the blackboard. 
You might close the general session of 
the school with a word of your own as to 
the need for a clear stand in these days 
particularly, and as to the dangers of 
trifling with alcoholic liquors. A good 
many people think it is “smart” to get 
around the prohibition laws. A word on 
Obedience to law would’ be helpful. A 
closing word concerning the power of the 
Lord Jesus Christ to keep us while we 
are in the midst of temptations would end 
an effective session. 


WOE REDNESS OF EYES 
SORROW PAIN 
CONTENTION CONFUSION 
COMPLAINING DULLNESS 
WOUNDS LOSS OF WILL 


WHO WANTS THESE! 














t) 4 
Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“He will hold me fast.” 

“His grace is enough for me,” 
“Grace enough for me.” 
“Yield not to temptation.” 
“Does Jesus care?” 

“Grace greater than our sin.” 

(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 
tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“Happy is That People” (292 : 1-3). 
Psalm 144: 1-7, 18. 
“Thou Hast Made Me Hope” (2s1 : 1-3). 
Psalm 119 : 97-104. 
“His Strength Is Mine” (32: 1-4). 
Psalm 18:2, 3, 46-g0. 
“In His Service’ (309: 1, 3). Psalm 147 : §-11. 


Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught Thies Week 

Beginning: “At the last.” 

Discussion: Show how many ways the 
abolishing of saloons has been a blessing 
in the removal of temptation from weak 
men; how this country has been blessed 
with marvelously increased prosperity; 
how bank savings have multiplied mani- 
fold, especially by people of moderate 
earnings. Show how the exceptional fail- 
ures are not the fault of a prohibitory 
law, but because of lax enforcement. 


Objective: A high goal, with God. | 


AY, fellows, every sensible fellow 
aims for some goal. It is not wise to 
let the future get on your nerve, but it 
certainly tends to make a fellow steadier, 
truer, and happier to be looking forward 
to a time when he will be bigger in brain 
and heart than he is now. Cheerful an- 
ticipations make the present richer. A 
happy goal gives wonderful zest to the 
journey. The Bible points us to such 
a goal. And one of its methods is to 
warn us against the downward road which 
leads to an unhappy end. One big differ- 
ence between God’s dealings with us and 
the Devil’s dealings with us is that God 
repeatedly points us to the goal, while 
the Devil holds up a screen to keep us 
from seeing the goal. The Devil says: 
“Taste this, it’s good!” But God warns: 
“At the last it biteth like a serpent, and 
stingeth like an adder.” The Devil says, 
“Soul, . . . take thine ease, eat, drink, 
be merry.” God says, “Thou foolish one, 
this night is thy soul required of thee.” 
God takes away the screen so a fellow 
may be warned by the inevitable goal of 
intemperance. The Devil would keep a 
fellow’s mind absorbed with the present 
enjoyment. There is no other way to ex- 
plain why a fellow will be so foolish as 
to drink intoxicating liquor. Even 
Shakespeare wondered that “men should 
put an enemy in their mouths, to steal 
away their brains.” 
Alas, how many poor fools have traded 
their divine birthright for the present 
mess of red pottage! “He goeth ... as 





an ox goeth to the slaughter, or as one 
in fetters to the correction of the fool; 
till an arrow strike through his liver; 
as a bird hasteth to the snare, and knoww- 
eth not that it is for his life’ (Prov. 7: 
a2, 23). 

It makes the matter stranger still when 
a man will deliberately break the law in 
order to do himself such damage. We 
look upon the bootlegger as an outlaw 
—a low-down sort of person, Fellows, 
you wouldn’t want your sister to marry 
a bootlegger, would you? . But if you 
drink the bootlegger’s whiskey, or if you 
eat food flavored with it, you are just 
as much an outlaw as he is. Do you 
think you can stand before God uncon- 
demned? You may complacently read the 
police court proceedings. in the morning 
paper, but if there is bootleg whiskey in 
your house, with your knowledge and con- 
sent, you are equally guilty with the poor 
fellows sentenced “to the road” and your 
punishment is only postponed for a later 
time, for “at the last it biteth like a ser- 
pent, and stingeth like an adder,” “Be 
not deceived; God is not mocked: for 
whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he 
also reap.” 

But, fellows, God not only is good to 
warn us against the goals of disaster; he 
also points us to happy goals. “Blessed 
is the man that endureth temptation; for 
when he hath been approved, he shall re- 
ceive the crown of life, which the Lord 
promised to them that love him” (Jas. 
1:12). And a fellow does not have to 
wait for the ultimate goal before coming 
into his reward in the Upward Way. It 
pours into his life along the way. Jesus 
said, “There is no man that hath left 
house, or wife, or brethren, or parents, 
or children, for the kingdom of God’s 
sake, who shall not receive manifold more 
in this time, and in the world to come 
eternal life’ (Luke 18:29, 30).. “And 
prove me now herewith, saith Jehovah 
of hosts, if I will not open you the 
windows of heaven, and pour you out a 
blessing, that there ‘shall not be room 
enough to receive it” (Mal. 3:10). 

Now, fellows, you and I have the priv- 
ilege of being real scouts along life’s 
great highway, with capacity for seeing 
far ahead a high goal whose glory may 
shed its advance joy upon the / present 
path; with capacity for detecting the dan- 
gers far ahead, too, that we may not be 
like the ostrich that sticks its head in 
the sand and vainly imagines it is safe 
because it cannot see. Let’s be wise and 
keep our eyes fixed on the goals —the 
high one we want to arrive at, and the 
low one we want to avoid, — for there is 
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bound to be an “at the last,” and we 

want ours to be not that which “biteth 

like a'serpent, and stingeth like an adder,” 

but that which is life and joy. 
Greenssoro, N. C, 


we 
For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


EAD the lesson text to the children. 

Its graphic description will grip their 
minds more strongly than anything we 
can say. Ask each question in verse 29, 
and let the class answer the separate ques- 
tions with verse 30. 

In as simple a manner as possible show 
the effects of alcohol on the body. Tell 
how it burns the linings of the stomach, 
and causes “woe” or pain there. It whips 
the heart into a race, and sends too much 
blood to the brain, causing headache and 
“redness of eyes.” It causes the blood 
vessels to harden, and after a while, a 
once strong body is all wrecked and 
ruined, and has no power to resist disease, 
and so has all sorts of pains. 

Perhaps the children know some of the 
poor victims who are described in the 
lesson. Let’ them talk with you just a 
little while about the sorrows of the 
drunkard. Sometimes a man sees his 
whole family brought to suffering and 

verty through drink; a ruined, wasted 
ife is a cause for sorrow; a person while 
drunk has been known to kill his best 
friend, sometimes his wife or his child. 
One person seldom suffers alone,*and the 
suffering he inflicts upon those who love 
him best may cause him deep sorrow. 

“Complaining” and “contentions” — 
some drunken people say foolish, mean- 
ingless things, others are quarrelsome and 
get into fights, getting “wounds without 
cause.” 

After talking about the fearful conse- 
quences of drink, ask the class why peo- 
ple drink. Then talk a little about what 
the ‘wisest of men said long ago about 
wine (v. 31). Tell the children that 
drunkards are not made all at once. There 
is danger that the first drink will call for 
another, and another, until the will has 
no power to act, and the poor victim can- 
not say, “No” when he sees the sparkling 
glass of wine; and finally he comes to the 
point where he will give all that he has 
for a drink of poisoned whiskey. So we 
are warned not to look at it, and then we 
shall be safe and free from all the pains, 
sorrows, quarrels, wounds, red eyes, and 
the like of the ones who “tarry long at 





the wine.” 
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In- giving these warnings to: your class, 
do not let it appear that they’ are for 
the boys only. Today we know: more men 
who are victims of strong drink than 
women; and there was a ‘time when boys 
were more exposed to temptation than 
girls, But when you. look into the inno- 
cent faces of those little girls before you, 
you are-bound to realize that there .are 
more snares and pitfalls ahead of those 
tender little feet than you have ever 
known, So with all earnestness. and -gen- 
tleness seek to point out the dangers of 
the wine glass to both boys: and: girls. 
Close the lesson with a personal, pointed, 
confidential talk. Be sure to tell them 
that no doubt Jesus thought of little chil- 
dren as much as older people; when he 
taught us to pray, “Lead us not into temp 
tation.” Above all, leave. itr their ears 
the precious invitation, “Suffer: the tittle 
children to come unto mé,” and- assure 
them that if they come, Jesus- will lead 
them away from everything that would 
hurt their bodies and stain their souls. 

Sing “Jesus, Saviour, Pilot Me.” 

Curnton, S. C. 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Things that perish versus things 
that last. 


‘ 2. The thing that destroys everything. 











¢CERIED chicken, and ice cream— and 

—a bath!” One can smile at this 
answer to the question, “What are your 
three favorite things?” asked of a very 
little girl once, because she was such a 
mite of a girl. But you ask your big 
girls that same question, and see what 
kind of replies you get! And after a bit 
of fun over the unexpectedness of their 
tastes — if honestly reported !— then sober 
them down to this thought: These things 
you like so much,—are they the things 
that will last in your life, or the life of 
others? Or are they such things, pleas- 
ant to the physical senses, as perish in 
the e~joying, and leave no permanent re- 
sult for the spirit ? 

Remind them of Esau and Jacob, whose 
“favorite things” furnish a key to the 
understanding of their lives. Esau liked 
a good breakfast better than the most 


‘sacred responsibility God could trust him 


with, and so Esau became the “profane” 
man, preferring merely physical satisfac- 
tions to spiritual ones, the man whom God 
could not use to carry on the trust of 
the true faith that had been committed 
to his family. But Jacob, though he loved 
money so much that it ensnared him more 
than once, still deep down in his heart 
loved God more and wanted to hold on to 
the spiritual trust God had given his 
fathers, so that we read constantly of 
“the God of Abraham, and the God of 
Isaac, and the God of Jacob,” not Esau. 
Esau loved the things that perish in the 
enjoying, leaving the mind and soul no 
higher and often lower in the scale of 
real life. Jacob, despite his many ugly 
failures, really loved the things that last 
throughout the generations, that fit the 
soul for eternity with God. What do 
your girls really like best? 

2. But they must be brought to think 
today of that deadly thing, alcoholic 
drink, that so many like above all things, 
judging by the things they sacrifice for 
it— loved ones, home, honor, usefulness, 
all being bargained away for its momen- 
tary pleasures. 

Your young girls have not yet, surely, 


acquired a genuine taste for strong drink. - 


Is ‘it not rather, with them, the tempta- 
tion to popularity, to be what so many 
young people mistakenly call “a 


sport, ready to try anything once” that 


brings a girl actually to drinking? There 
are many girls who do not themselves 
ever drink the deadly stuff who yet tol- 
erate it in their companions, especially in 
the boys they “go with.” They are so 
dreadfully afraid of appearing to 
“preach,” of being thought “goody- 
goody,” “afraid to do anything.” They 
really are moral cowards, afraid to show 
their true colors, more afraid of ridicule 
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Lesson for October 31 
Froverbs 23 : 29-35 


from their fellows than of this poison 
which robs body,. mind, and soul of all 
true happiness. “If you can band your 
girls together, not by some organization, 
but in spirit and courage to stand against 
all tolerance of this evil, both in them- 
selves and in others, you will have taught: 
a good. “temperance lesson.” Tell them 
of a young people’s conference this past 
summer, which unanimously agreed in a 
wholesale. condemnation of all tolerance 
*of this evil, in its every shape and form. 
To know that there are other young peo- 
ple taking this stand, openly, may give 
courage to your girls to do likewise. 


Home Study 
How many verses can you find in the 
Bible that speak specifically against strong 
drink? . 
Decatur, Ga. 


4 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of October 24) 

1, At Kadesh-barnea (Num. 14 : 6-9). 

2. He comes to abide with every one who 
accepts Christ and we have his fullness as 
we throw open every part of our lives to him. 

3. As a military leader, Exodus 17 : 8-16; 
sincere and couragéous in his religious faith 
and practice, Exodus 24 : 9-15; 32:17; 33: 113 
in moral courage to stand for God in the face 
of overwhelming majorities, Numbers 14 : 6-10, 
30, 38 and 32a: 11, 12. : 

4. Constructive skill (Exod. 28:3; 31:3). 
Physical strength (Judg. 14:6, 19). Execu- 
tive ability — wisdom (€Judg. 3: 10; 6 : 34; 13: 
2s). Inspired revelations uttered (Num. 11 : 25; 
a Sam. 23:2). Power (Psa. 51:12; Joel a: 
28; Mic. 3:8; Zech. 4:6). 

s. Since he was probably about forty, or 
a little more, when the Israelites left Egypt 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
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he was at that time something like eighty — 
still a “young” man relatively, .since he lived 
to be a hundred and ten, nor was his strength 
abated with his eighty years. 

6. Moses was dead, Joshua knew the diffi- 
cult character of the people, he was facing 
a task different from any that even Moses 
had to face. 

7. The fact that it was God who had chosen 
him and not the people, his knowledge of 
how God had been with Moses, and most of 
all God’s direct promise to be with him. 

8 Three. 

9. He was to undertake God’s work in. the 
land in fulfillment of the divine promise to 
Israel; he was to uphold the law of the 
Lord; he was to have the abiding presence 
of God with him. 

to. Leading the army against Amalek 
(Exod. 17 : 8-16). 

11. Actual possession of the whole territory 
promised to Israel was only enjoyed for a brief 
period during the reign of Solomon (1 Kings 
Q : 17-41). 

12. Oshea, Hoshea,. meaning “he saves”; 
Jehoshua, meaning “Jehovah saves”; and fi- 
nally, in its Greek form Jesus, “Saviour.” 

13. He was of the tribe of Ephraim, a de- 
scendant of Joseph and his- Egyptian wife, 
Asenath (Num. 13:8, 16). 

14. It is repeatedly said of Joseph that “God 
was with him,” at every turn of his life, 
even God himself said to Joshua “for Jeho- 
vah thy God is with thee whithersoever thou 
goest.” 

1g. Joshua 1:9. ~ 

16. The Hittites established themselves with 
their capital at'Carchemish on the Euphrates, 
and their southern limit in the city of Ka- 
desh on the Orontes. They were a Mongloid 
race of considerable military importance, 


Children at Home 


When Sunday Afternoon 
Went Too Quickly 
«By Ethel N. Parker 


6] WONDER what they’ll have to eat,” 
said Lewis, as he and Gwendolyn set 
out for their grandmother’s house, where 
they had been invited to Sunday dinner. 
It was an occasion to them, for it was 
the first time they had ever been invited 
all by themselves. } 
“Oh, I hope they’ll have chicken, and 
asparagus, and. strawberry shortcake, and 
—and lots of other things,” Gwendolyn 


ended greedily. “I just love Aunt Hazel’s / 


strawberry shortcake, don’t you?” 

“You bet,” Lewis agreed. “Dinner’ll 
be great, but, —” his tone was dubious, — 
“do you think they’d mind if we went 
home pretty soon after dinner, Gwennie? 
Sundays are such stupid days, and —’ 

“Oh, you wicked boy!” gasped Gwen- 
dolyn, stopping short and looking at him. 

Lewis returned her stare defiantly. “I 
was just going to say that Sundays are 
awfully solemn days anywhere, but they’re 
not nearly so solemn at home, any more, 
since we got a baby and a radio. Course, 
we have good times at grandma’s other 
days, but we can’t play today. And we’ve 
looked at all their books and pictures. 
And I never can think of anything to 
say when I sit still and try to.” 

“T can’t either,” Gwendolyn admitted, 
although she still looked somewhat 
shocked. “I hadn’t thought about any- 
thing but the dinner. But I guess we'll 
have to stay a little while. It’s not 
polite to eat-and run.” 

The children walked along in silence 
for a minute. Then Lewis gave his de- 
cision. “I tell you what we'll do,” he 
said, “we'll stay and visit long enough to 
be polite, about five minutes, then I'll say 
that we better be going, and you say 
‘Yes,’ and tell them how the baby always 
misses us when we're: away very long. 
That’s frue, you know.” 

Gwendolyn could see nothing wrong 
with this proposal, so she promised to do 
her part. 

The dinner was. very good, just as 
Lewis and Gwendolyn had known it would 
be. After dinner Gwendolyn helped Aunt 
Hazel with the dishes and Lewis went 
out to feed grandma’s chickens.. These 
tasks over, Aunt Hazel nearly surprised 
them quite out of their solemn Sunday 
manners. “Come on up to the attic with 
me,” she said. 

You may be sure they were glad to go. 





Lewis stamped up the bare attic stairs 
making as much noise as he could. That’s 
what attic stairs are fine for, and no one 
ever cares, even on Sundays. Both he 
and Gwendoiyn delighted in their grand- 
mother’s attic. It was so fuil of mys- 
terious looking boxes and chests. 

Aunt Hazel went at once to a low 
wooden’ box under the eaves. It was 
packed with old Sunday-school Quarter- 
lies. She took out an. armful and handed 
them to Lewis: For just a moment his 
heart sank. Suppose he had to study all 
the lessons in those Quarterlies! But 
when she told Gwendolyn to bring down 
the cover of a big pasteboard suit box, 
he felt better. He knew they must be 
going to do something unusual and in- 
teresting. ee 

“What are you goirig to do with this 
old box cover?” Gwendolyn wanted to 
know. 

But Aunt Hazel maintained a: smiling 
silence until they were down in the kitchen 
again. Then she gave orders briskly. 
First they marked and cut the pasteboard 
cover into cards three and one-half inches 
long by two and~one-half inches wide. 
Then Lewis and Gwendolyn cut the pic- 
tures which they liked best from the 
Quarterlies and Aunt Hazel pasted them 
on the cards and wrote something on the 
back of each card. 

“Oh, don’t they look wonderful!” 
Gwendolyn - exclaimed when they were 
finished and all the cards placed picture 
side up on the kitchen table. “Now, 
please tell us what we are going to do 
with them.” 

“Choose any one you like and See if 
you can answer the question on the back 
of it,” said Aunt Hazel. “If you can you 


‘keep the card. ‘Who wants to be first?” 


“I do!” “I do!” Lewis and Gwendolyn 
both shouted. Of course, when he stop- 
ped to think about it Lewis was gentle- 
aw enough to insist that Gwendolyn try 

rst. 

“l’m going to take this one; the sheep 
are so pretty. I wonder what the ques- 
tion is. Oh, that’s easy!” she laughed. 
“*Can you repeat the Twenty-third Psalm 
without a mistake?’ Of course I can. I 
think I must have learned that when I 
was a baby.” 

“Hurry up then and say it,’ urged 
Lewis. “I want my turn.” 

Gwendolyn began glibly, ““The Lord is 
my shepherd; I shall not want. 

“*He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: 

“ ‘He restoreth_ my soul :—’ ” 

“Wrong!” Aunt ‘Hazel stopped her. 
“Now. we'll see how. well Lewis can do. 
He may have your card if he can say it 
correctly, and then have his own turn.” 

Lewis started’ in cautiously, his eyes 
questioning his stern young aunt at every 
word. “The Lord is my shepherd; I 
shall not want. 

“‘He maketh me hie down—’” 

The command to stop pyzzled Gwen- 
dolyn as much as Lewis. “Dear me!” 
she sighed, “I don’t see what we say 
wrong. It sounds all right.” 

“Tl have to take that card,” said Aunt 
Hazel, putting it in front of her. “Per- 
haps I'll get them all.” 

“No, you won't,” Lewis spoke up. “I 
haven’t had my turn yet. Here’s Daniel 
in the lions’ den. I’ve read that story 
lots of times. Let’s see what the ques- 
tion is. ‘What king commanded Daniel to 
be put into the den of lions?’ King 
Nebuchadnezzar, of course. I can spell 
his name, too. Want to hear me?” 

“Well, not now,” Aunt Hazel checked 
him gently, “because he wasn’t the king. 
Do you know who the king was, Gwen- 
nie?” 

“T think it might have been king Da- 
rius,” ventured Gwendolyn, and to her 
delight Aunt Hazel handed her the card. 

Lewis brought his~cienched fist’ down 
hard to within an inch. of the table, but 
he did not say a word. 

As the contest -went on, although the 
cards piled up steadily in front’ cf Aunt 
Hazel, they also piled-up slowly but surely 
in front of Lewis and Gwendolyn. Some- 
times one had more and sometimes the 
other and they had great fun trying to 
get ahead of each other. “The clock on 
the kitchen shelf struck five before they 
were half through. Aunt Hazel told 
them she was sorry’ but they would have 
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to go home then, because she had prom- 
p their mother to start them off by 
ve. 

“But,” she added, “you can come over 
next Sunday if you like and try the con- 
test again.” 

They went home reluctantly. “Five 
o’clock came awfully early today,” mused 
Lewis on the way home. “I hope grand- 
ma’s clock wasn’t fast.” 

“Well, cheer up,” Gwendolyn advised 
him. “We have an invitation for next 
Sunday, you know.” 


Dracut CENTRE, Mass. 








Nuggets for Your 
Temperance Teaching 


Compiled by Cora Frances Stoddard 
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A Medical Journal’s Tribute to Total 
Abstinence.—Under. the. title “Alcohol 
and Longevity,” the London Lancet, one 
gs leading British medical journals, 
said: 

“The experience of insurance societies, 
when fully analyzed, points to the supe- 
riority of the life prospects of the tee- 
totalers over moderate drinkers, amon 
whom there would admittedly be a s 
proportion of intemperate persons. .. . 
Abstinence from alcohol is ,a valuable 
means for prolonging life and promoting 
efficiency.” 


Booze Unpopular on the College 
Campus.—Widely circulated reports of 
increased drinking among college students 
and open defiance of the National Prohi- 
bition Law have led to several investiga- 
tions to ascertain the truth. The results 
show that the conduct of the students has 
been grossly exaggerated. They show 
that the proportion of sentiment in favor 
of observance of the law varies in the 
different parts of the country, the most 
Opposition to it coming from the older 
colleges of the East, attended largely by 
the youth from families of ._ wealth. 

Mr. Harry S. Warner, Secretary of 
the iiserentnadons Prohibition . Associa- 
tion, referred recently to the testimony 
of a representative of a large business 
house who is constantly visiting colleges 
everywhere. He says, “Boozing is de- 
cidedly not popular on the college campus 
today. It is distinctly not the thing to do. 
College sentiment is against it. In many 
universities it is decidedly taboo, not be- 
cause the faculty forbids it, but because 
the student bodies themselves won’t have 
it. 

As to where the center of student popu- 
lation now is, numerically and geograph- 
ically, Mr. Warner says: “It is no longer 
New England; not even New York. It 
is Chicago, now having more colleges and 
more enrolled students than any other city 
in the country. Together with the great 
number of middle-sized and smaller col- 
leges this gives the deciding ballot, by 
large majority, to the students of the 
Centrai West. It isin this section that 
student opinion is strongest for the ideals 
back of the prohibition movement.” 


The Voice of the Modern Machine. 
—When man’s ingenuity harnessed the 
lightning to run the machinery of his 
workshops: and factories, he put a new 
note into their hum. “Look out!” “Watch 
your step!” “Keep alive there!” the high- 
power machine of today says to its mas- 
ter. It also says something about his, 
habits which Dr. Ernest Cherrington, 
Secretary of the World League Against 
Alcoholism, has put in these words: 


“Comparatively a few years ago, vessels 
were unloaded by laborers with shovels 
and wheelbarrows. The unloading capac- 
ity under the old system was a hundred 
tons a day. Today electric machines un- 
load such vessels at the rate of three thou- 
sand tons an hour. .. . Electrical mining 
machines, with two operators today do 
the work which a decade ago required 
twenty miners. ... Under the old system 
a miner with a brain fairly well soaked 
with alcohol could produce a few tons 





of coal a day, but the man who operates 
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Good Books for S. S. Teachers 


Three notable volumes that will help every teacher 
be a better teacher 


HANDY 


HELPS 


Where most needed 


A Little Kit 


of Teachers’ Tools 


By PHILIP E. HOWARD 
Practical helps on lesson prepara- 
tion, knowing the pupil, securing 
attention, asking questions, using 
illustrations, conducting reviews, 
getting the pupils to work, leading 
the pupil to Christ. A brief setting 
forth of many of the most im- 
portant teaching principles and 
methods in Sunday-school work, 
simply told and practically illus- 
trated from actual experience for 
the help of the untrained teacher. 

75 cents 


Articles written by the 
most successful teachers 


Preparing and 
Teaching the Lesson 


Selections from 23 articles, the 
best of 191 manuscripts received 
in competition from 32 States and 
4 Canadian provinces, including the 
two prize-winners, ‘‘How I Pre- 
pare My Lesson for Teaching” 











and ‘‘ How I Teach the Lesson in 
Class.””. The choicest selections 
from the:most: experienced teach- 
ers themselves. $1 


Every Teacher and 
Superintendent will 








want to read thisvolume 


The Sunday School 


Transformed 


By LOUIS ENTZMINGER 
Pastor, Evangelist 
Sunday School Expert 


Here is the story of Mr. Entzmin- 
ger’s plan, including a system of 
records, and a method of work, that 
encourages every member and pupil 
to (1) attend regularly; (2) be on 
time; (3) bring Bible; (4) bring offer- 
ing; (5) bring other pupils; (6) have 
lesson prepared; (7) stay for church 
service; (8) accept Christ. 





It works — 


for small schools, or large 
Fully illustrated, 180 pages, $1.50 


Please add 10% for postage 
THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 








a modern electric mining machine must 
be sober. .. . Today the great proportion 
of tonnage is moved by auto trucks. Un- 
der the old system, half-drunken drivers 
might throw the lines around the dash 
board and depend upon the dumb animals 
drawing the load to avoid collision and 
the ditch. But the intrinsic value of more 
than a million automobile trucks now 
operating in America, to say nothing of 
the value of the tonnage involved, can- 
not be entrusted to alcoholized truck 
drivers. . . . The liquor trafic may have 
been possible in the of the ox-cart, 
but it is not possible in the age of the 
automobile. The liquor traffic may have 
been possible in the age of the stage 
coach, but it is not possible in the age 
of the airship. The liquor trafic may 
have been possible in the age of the water 
mill, but it is not possible in the age of 
the electric dynamo.” 


Neither Effects of Drinking Nor 
Amount Drunk so Great Since Prohi- 
bition.—The opinions of many people 
concerning continued support of prohibi- 
tion are no doubt influenced to some ex- 
tent by the stock argument of the anti- 
prohibitionists, that wholesale violations 


. of the roa law are breeding de- 


fiance of all laws and making us a nation 
of law-breakers. Some color appears to 
be lent to these wholesale charges by 
articles that have appeared in two of the 
leading magazines by writers who looked 
for practically nothing but violations and 
found them. If they had looked for vio- 
lations of the license laws before prohibi- 
tion, they would have found them, in 
larger proportions than people realized, 
because no one had any financial or other 
selfish interest in giving them publicity. 
Then law enforcement leagues and 
branches of the Watch and Ward Soci- 


ety, maintained by private contributions, 
existed in many parts of the country. 
A part of the work of the State Anti- 
Saloon League was to combat violations 
of the license laws, ferreting out “kitchen 
barrooms” and bootleggers. Many meet- 
ings of the Woman’s Christian Temper- 
ance Union were devoted to the problem 
of stopping the sale of liquor by druggists 
in no-license towns. There were notable 
instances of society women trying to dis- 
courage the growing scandal of drinking 
at young people’s parties. But no one 
made special investigations, hence there 
are no records for comparisons with the 
present time, except statistics of the end 
—results of drinking. 

Deaths from alcoholism decreased the 
country over from 5.2 percent per 100,000 
population in 1910-1917, to 3.2 percent in 
1923, or 38 percent. In the statistics of 
the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com- 
pany, the rates were about the same for 
the same period and lower (2.8) in 1924. 

Deaths from liver cirrhosis, a disease 
in which alcohol is a common large“factor, 
fell from over 13 per 100,000, in 1910- 
1914, to a trifle over 7, in 1920-1923. 

Intemperate drinkers among patients 
admitted to the New York State Hos- 
pitals for the Insane fell from 28.7 per- 
cent in 109009, to 12-14 percent in 192I- 
1924; alcoholic insanity from a little over 
-10 percent in 1909, to a little over 5 per- 
cent in 1924. - 

Even more marked reductions have oc- 
curred in the rate of alcoholic deaths 
among women. Criminal offenders have 
declined among men, women, and chil- 
dren. Juvenile delinquency in New York 
fell from an annual average of 14,077 
before prohibition to 10,764 after. The 
Massachusetts Society for the Prevention 
of Cruelty to Children finds the cases in 
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care less than half what it was before 
prohibition, 

It is obvious that if more liquor than 
ever were being drunk, more of the evil 
results traceable to drink would appear in 
the records. Available knowledge ‘on the 
volume of drink before prohibition also 
furnishes no support for the assertion 
that drinking has increased. 

In the year 1914, the last normal year 
before the World War, and the Prohibi- 
tion Amendment, the people of the United 
States consumed 143,477,227 gallons of 
distilled spirits, 52,418,430 gallons of 
wine, 2,056,407,108 gallons of malt liquor, 
a total of 2,252,272,765 gallons. The 
same year, 18,836,153 gallons of liquor 
were imported into the United States. 
Estimating three gallons to the case of 
12 quarts, the modern method of smug- 
gling liquor, the above quantity would 
amount to 6,278,718 cases, enough to pro- 
vide a cargo of 10,000 cases each for 
627 ships. These ships would be enough 
to picket the Atlantic Coast from East- 
port, Me., to Key West, Fla., with rum- 
runners within sight of each other at a 
distance of two and a half miles. Shame- 
ful as has been the smuggling of liquor, 
it has, in no sense, equalled the volume 
of liquor lawfully imported during the 
license régime. 


The Coast Guard’s Record.—A branch 
of Government service to which this 
country has always been able to point 
with pride is the Coast Guard, and the 
task now assigned it, of defending the 
coast from the ships of rum-smugglers, 
is according it an opportunity to live up 
to its historic traditions of courage and 
bravery in face of danger and hardship. 
Some idea of what the present. task de- 
mands of this gallant corps is set forth 
in an address recently delivered by the 
commander, Admiral Billard. He says: 

“A rum ship will hover forty or fifty 
miles off the coast. Her position has been 
transmitted to those financially interested 
by the smooth-working organization of 
the rum ring. The Coast Guard must 
find her, and does find her, by a well de- 
veloped and perfected scouting system. 
Thereafter she is picketed constantly by 
patrol boats, to prevent all contact by 
other vessels. What does this mean? It 
means that the little Coast Guard patrois 
must hang on grimly, in all weathers, 
rolling and pitching in often dangerous 
seas, under conditions of the greatest dis- 
comfort. It is. usually impossible to cook 
food during the entire period of the con- 
trol, and only cold food is available. All 
day and night the watch -on the small 
patrol boat, holding on against the heavy 
seas, alertly scans the rum ship, vig- 
ilant to apprehend any rum-running 
launch that may try to get along- 
side her. With the slightest relaxa- 
tion of vigilance, the patrol boat drifts 
away a bit, on account of wind or tide. 
with the possibility that a high-speed 
launch will slip alongside, hastily take a 
load of liquor, and dash away in the dark- 
ness. Then follows a mad chase through 
the night, boats plunging into head seas, 
shots spurting in the dark, the chase pos- 
sibly throwing cases in the path of the 
patrol boat, in the hope of sending a 
United States Government craft, with her 
crew of American boys, to the bottom.” 

The grim, undaunted tenacity with 
which the Coast Guard has held on to its 
difficult task has brought results, so that 
Commande; Billard could say, “The no- 
torious Rum Row, formerly lying off the 
entrance to New York, and off Long 
Island and New Jersey, has been effec- 
tively scattered. It must not be under- 
stood that foreign vessels laden with 
liquor no longer hover off our coasts. 
Rum ships in greatly reduced numbers 
are discovered, in ever-changing positions, 
endeavoring to evade the vigilance of. the 
Coast Guard blockade. But there is not 
the slightest doubt that the smuggling of 
liquor onthe northern Atlantic seaboard 
has been tremendously curtailed.” 

This, however, is not the end which 
this commander sees. He anticipates “an 
early and complete victory,” because he 
knows “the high standards of duty and 
traditions. that animate the personnel of 
the Coast Guard,” and its honorable rec- 
ord of one hundred and thirty-five years 
has served to crystallize those standards 





which intemperance brings children to its 
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Will You Help Send The Sunday 
School Times to Missionaries ? 


PIDEADERS of The -Sunday ‘School 
Times in America who have the 
privilege of attending church several 
times a week and receiving spiritual help 
and encouragement, or who by turning a 
few dials on their radio set may bring 
into their home the Gospel sermons of 
some of the country’s finest preachers, do 
not realize what the weekly visits of The 
Sunday School Times mean to mission- 
aries and Christian workers in foreign 
lands. To many The Sunday School 
Times brings practically all the spiritual 
nourishment that they receive, aside from 
the Word itself. 
For a number of years, The Sunday 
‘School Times has maintained a “Mission- 
ary Fund,” for the purpose of supplying 
the Times to missionaries and Christian 
workers who are unable to subscribe for 
it. ‘The fund is supplied by the voluntary 
contributions of readers and friends of 
The Sunday School Times who wish to 
share in this ministry. One>reader yearly 
contributes the cost of over seventy sub- 
scriptions which go out into many mission 
stations. The recipient of one of these 
free subscriptions to the Times writes: 

“IT was just about to write to The Sun- 
day School Times begging them to keep 
my address on their mailing list for 1926, 
since I could not afford to pay for this 
subscription, while, on the other hand, I 
could hardly live without the weekly visit 
of such an indispensable friend as the 
Times. I have been reading it for a good 
many years, and it has been such a bless- 
ing to me and friends, who have shared 
its weekly messages, that many here 
would be the losers if that most indis- 
pensable friend were no longer knocking 
at my door.” 

Would you, too, not like to share in 
sending these messengers of spiritual en- 
couragement and strength to some far- 
away missionary or to some one in the 
inaccessible regions of this country, work- 
ing among our own people? The regular 
club rates of $2 a year to foreign coun- 
tries, or $1.50 a year to the United States 
and its territories, are applied to such 
subscriptions and any gifts for the fund 
that you may wish to make should be 
addressed to The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadel- 
phia, marked for the Missionary Fund. 


Ghe Sanday School Gimes 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and! some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include. postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a.subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, all Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription,. $2.25 a year. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 

The Sunday School Times will be sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Uni- 
versal Postal Union at the United States 
rates plus 50 cents each for foreign postage. 
That is: one copy, one year, $2.50; five or 
more copies, either to separate addresses or 
in a package to one address, $2 each per year. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
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1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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.> Lesson for. October 31 


Proverbs 23 : 29-35 





The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





November 7. How Make War Against War? 
Matt. 7:12; Isa. 2:1-4. (World Peace 
Sunday.) (Corisecration_ meeting.) 

November 14. How May -We Promote Inter- 
denominational Fellowship? 1: John 1: 
3-73 Eph. 4: 1-6. 

November 21. How “Praise God from Whom 
All Blessings Flow’? Psa. 116 : 12-19; 
Luke 17:11-19. (Thanksgiving meeting.) 

November 28. Christian Endeavor Around the 
World. Phil. a: 1-13. 


Sunday, October 31 





: What Are the Good Points of the Vari- 


ous Races in America? (Acts 10: 
-38) (Missionary meeting) 





Mon.—Faith (Mark 7 : 24-30). 
Tues.—Art (1 Kings 7 : 13-15, 51). 
Wed.—Industry (1 Kings 9 : 26-28). 
Thurs.—Thrift (Prov. 12 : 24-28). 
Fri—Song (Psa. 40 : 1-3). : 
Sat.—Vision (Amos_g : 11-15). 











_ . What do we know of Italian art? 


Is the Russian religious? Why? 
What are some fine Negro qualities? 


N HIS book, “The Glorious Company 

of the Apostles,” the Rev. R. B. Jones 
writes: “Jesus Christ is the great unifier, 
and we learn to love one another as we 
learn to love him. I have heard of an’ old 
and white-haired man who was standing 
fascinated in a picture-galléry before a 
picture of Christ. After gazing at it-for 
a few moments, he murmured, as to him- 
self, with face all aglow, ‘Bless him; I 
love him!’ A stranger ‘standing near 
overheard him,-and said, ‘Brother, I love 
him, too,’ and clasped his hand. A third 
caught the sentence and said, ‘I love him, 
too,’ and-soon there was in front of that 
picture a little company of people with 
hand clasped to hand, utter strangérs to 
one another, but made one by their com- 
mon. love to Jesus Christ.” A common 
love to Christ will issue in the clasped 
hand between man and man and nation 
and nation, - 


There is indeed a Scriptural foundation 
for such a oneness in: the Lord Jesus Christ. 
God’s Word tells us that of one blood 
.God miade all nations of men to dwell 
upon the face of the earth, and determined 
their times and the bounds of their habi- 
tations (Acts 17:26). 

God’s. Word establishes the fact that 
there is oneness ween men in their 
guiltiness before God (Rom. 3: 10-12; 
Rom. 2:1). - 

Men are not only one in their guilti- 
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ness before God, but in their lost and 
undone condition, all are under the sen- 
tence of death (2 Cor. 5:14), 

But God does not leave man there. 
There is a further oneness, in that Christ 
Jesus died for all men that all who would 
accept him might have eternal life-(John 
3:16; Rom, 5:6-8; Acts 10:34). 

If, therefore, we believe God’s Word 
we shall have no room for racial pride 
or racial prejudice. We may in one 
sense rejoice in the accomplishments of 
the particular race to which we belong, 
yet we must realize that all we have as 
a race comes to us as a gift from God, 
and that certain advantages or abilities’ 
do not give us the right to look down 
upon any other race on the face of the 
earth, “ 


But those who have never accepted the 
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviour, who 
are not in that peculiar oneness in him 
that can only exist among those who know 
and serve him, nevertheless. may in a 
measure aspire to a certain brotherhood 
among all nations and races. It is pos- 
sible, from a purely natural plane, to 
work, and strive for racial unity and to 
seek by this or that means to bring the 
different races into harmony and accord. 
Such movements are good so long as they 
do not break down the natural barriers 
that God has set between the races. 


But the true Christian is moved by a 
far different impulse and proceeds in a 
far different manner to bring about racial 
unity. It is because the Lord Jesus Christ 
died for all and because he commanded 
his. disciples to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every nation that 
the Christian goes to those of other races 
who are without Christ to carry the Good 
News to them. And he ‘goes with the as- 
surance from God’s Word that only as 
men ‘comé to know Christ can there be 
true and safe racial unity and harmony. 
Without Christ different races may live 
for a while in apparent harmony, but we 
all have seen from the world’s history 
what a little thing it takes to make one 
race fly at the throat of another. Only 
as the love of the Lord Jesus Christ 
comes into the hearts of men can there 
ever be peace between the races. 


; w 

The Christian knows too that, of him- 
self, it is utterly impossible for him to 
love certain members of other races, or 
even of his own race. He may admire 
the better examples of that race, but only 
the love of God in the heart can enable 
anyone to love. the degraded, the un- 
lovely, and the’ miserable specimens that 
we find in every race on the globe. 

Miss Ruth Paxson of China in one of 
her -personal work classes in Philadel- 
phia some years ago used the illustration 
of a triangle, the apex being God, one 
of the feet of the triangle is that one to 
whom you are hoping to draw closer. 
The other foot of the triangle is yourself, 
As you move nearer to God and as you 
bring that other person nearer to 
you automatically move closed together, 
and only in God is there perfect unity. 

This is the. great solution for racial 
unity and harmony, When the Lord Jesus 
Christ has his rightful place in every hu- 
man heart then there will be peace and 
unity, and from his Word we learn. that 


this. earth in absolute righteousness and 
all nations shall live under him in that 
peace and harmony that only he, the 
Prince of Peace, can bring. 


Is there hatred in my heart against any 
other race? 

Am I willing to confess it to God and let 
him replace it by his love? 

Do I love the other races enough to carry 
the Gospel to them? 

PHILADELPHIA, 


“A Little Kit’ of Teachers’ Tools,” by 
Philip E. Howard, gives practical helps 
on lesson preparation, knowing the pupil, 


illustrations, conducting reviews, and lead, 
ing pupils to Christ. (The Sunday Schoo 
Times Co., Philadelphia, 75 cents; post- 





age, 5 cents.) 
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moral lessons as never before. Course includes the 
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y interes an 
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Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson-Committee 


Legal Combatment of “Strong Drink’ 


ON MARCH 11 of the present year 
the Hon. Joseph Buffington, Judge 
of the United States Circuit Court of 
Appeals for the Third Circuit, delivered 
a notable address before the Law En- 
forcement League of Philadelphia, an ad- 
dress so notable that-the National W. C. 
T. U. (1730 Chicago Avenue, Evanston, 
Ill.) declares that “none other delivered 
since the adoption of the eighteenth 
amendment approaches it for lucidity and 
comprehensiveness,” and has therefore 
published it in pamphlet form (5 cents 
per copy, 50 cents per dozen, $4 per hun- 
dred, mailed from Evanston, postpaid). 
The address is “a powerful plea for co> 
operation between citizens and officials to 
promote law enforcement.” Our space is 
too limited to quote from it; but since 
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October 25 to 31 
Mon.—Proverbs 23 : 29-35. 
The Evils of Strong Drink. 


The inebriate, though beaten and dis- [> 
colored until he is a frightful spectacle, is i \" 
; { 














CHURCH WINDOWS 


yet oftentimes so drunk as not. to. know |’ 
either his assailants. or his own misery; 
nevertheless upon recovering he plunges 
again sooner.or later into his excesses (v. 
35).. What a picture of every sin-taken 
captive | 
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Tacobp art Olass Companp 
Dept | 26) 27 St.v 
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Prayer Succestions: Pray. for every . 
drunkard and drunkard-maker; for every A N 
so-called moderate drinker; for every one SA! C)| ui 4 ‘CO! y 
who thinks he “can drink or let it alone’;| (= 
for every tempter of the young; for every | } : 
one who is tempted, or who thinks he can ~4) 
tamper with sin of ANY kind and escape 


Tues.—Proverbs 23 : 19-25. 
Intemperance and Poverty. 


parte command is not, “Be not a wine-| ER ES CINE 'Z TABLETS 


bers.” There is danger even in associa- Desietes cid Rdianches Foes 
tion with evil companions. No man is Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 


strong enough to tamper lightly with sin \ 
and not be affected thereby. Drunken- Se: — end some —. 


ness, gluttony, waste; then poverty! Read | 
the solemn warning in chapter 4: 14-17. 


_ awww ww aw aw 
Prayer Svuccestions: Parents, at Cuticura Talcum 

















securing attention, asking questions, using | before God in prayer. 
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‘than which no man can lay, and be hedged 


| cration upon the one Foundation other | Exquisitely Scented 
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for your children. Bear them continually Unadulterated 


% They may be} 
good,” but except they be built by regen- | 


about by prayer, THEY ARE IN constant | 
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can be had in your Church and Bible School if 
you adopt and use Victorious Service Songs. 
This all purpose hymn Le hei the mate- 
rial you need for, real 
singing. More than 1000 
Churches, Bible Schools & 
religious educational di- 
rectors are using and 
commending it as the 
ideal hymn book. It 
is worthy of your care- 
ful examination. 
If you will name your 
Church, a cloth bound 
a Aa be sent for 
free a 
Societe Send fo 
it today. See what this 
worthwhile 





Have you chosen your Christmas play? 


WHY THE CHIMES RANG 


By Elizabeth McFadden. Over 1000 successful pre- 
sentations. Easy, inexpensive, superbly effective and 
carries a deep spiritual message. Price, 35 cents per 
gopy. New Easter play by same. author, “‘lue Boy 

no Discoverep Easter.”’ Get your \ reading copy 
mow. Price, 35 cents. 


SAMUEL FRENCH, Dept. B. 
25 West 45th Street, New York 


FREE 


A copy of ‘‘ The Baffied Rabbi." The greatest 
court room witness for our Lord Jesus Christ 
in many years. Given by a Jew. SENT FREE 
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DANGER, The price of safety is right in- 
struction and prayerful vigilance. 


Wed.—Habakkuk 2 : 4-17 
Intemperance and War. 


Any indulgence in that which intoxi- 
cates inflames to @xcess not alone the 
physical appetite, but every sinful ten- 
dency, including covetousness, greed, and 
ambition. It is far easier for a nation 
given to drink to plunge hastily into war 
than for a nation given to sobriety. 
Drinking is not conducive to thinking. 


Prayer Succestions: The sober sec- 
ond poy +e is neverethe product of a 
wine or drug befuddled brain, nor (in the 
truest sense) of a sin infested heart. Ask 
God for a clean heart; for yourself, your 
children, your church associates, and for 
all true believers. Pray too for “all that 
are in authority,” that they may admin- 
ister every law in the fear of God. 


Thurs.—Amos 6 : 1-6, 
Temperance and Patriotism. 
Self-indulgence is an enemy to every 
virtue. The man who is a slave to his 
appetite or to sin of any kind doesn’t hesi- 
tate under pressure to sell out to indulge 
that sin. n the one side of the scales 
may be his soul, his family, his nation, 
his dearest friends ; but the idol on the 
other side weighs more than all! 


Prayer Sucecestions: Pray for all 
temperance and law enforcement organ- 
izations; the National Temperance Soci- 
ety, the W. C. T. U., the Anti-Saloon 
League, and all other national and state 
and local agencies. America needs to be 
re-educated as to the evils of drink. An 
old-fashioned, nation-wide “gospel tem- 
perance campaign” would be in order. 


Fri—Daniel 1: 8-19. Temperance and Health. 


Temperance, as we understand it to- 
day, has come to mean the moderate use 
of every good, and total abstinence from 
every evil, In this sense Daniel was two 
and a half millenniums ahead of his 
time. Nay, the age in which he lived was 
millenniums below God’s standard: Dan- 
iel the teetotaler represented God’s high 


,|standard of spiritual wisdom and physical 


health. 


Prayer Suacestions: Pray that all 
“good citizens” may realize their solemn 
responsibility at the ballot box, which 
carries with it thetr duty to inform them- 
selves thoroughly and to vote intelligently. 
He who is negligent at this point has no 
right to complain against the miscarriage 
of justice or against any other govern- 
mental shortcoming. 


Sat.—1 Corinthians & : 9-13. 
The Use of Our Liberty. 
“Wherefore, if” sweet cider, or unfer- 
mented wine, or smoking, or the attending 
of a movie, or the joining of a secret so- 
ciety, or Sunday travel, or\any other prac- 


harmless “make my brother to offend,” 
I will not indulge in any such practice 
“while the world standeth, lest I make 
my brother to offend.” 


Prayer SucGcestions: Pray that the 
Spirit of God may search deeply your own 
heart, and that you may be enabled 
thereby to square every moral practice 
by his Word. Could it be possible that 
some child, or neighbor, or friend is 
stumbling down to perdition over some 
“innocent self-indulgence” on your part? 
“Am I my brother’s keeper?” 


Sun.—Psalm 97 : 1-12. Strength in Jehovah. 


God is the very embodiment of law, of 
righteousness, of judgment, of absolute 
perfection in every moral virtue. In him 
alone is everlasting strength. To be rooted 
and grounded in him, through Christ, is 
to be rooted and grounded in all that he 
is. Here alone is the highest Christian 
citizenship. 


ABRAHAM LINCOLN ONCE SAID: 
reverence for the laws be breathed by 
every American mother to the lisping 
babe that prattles on her lap; let it be 
taught in schools, in seminaries, and in 
colleges; let it be written in primers, 
spelling books, and in almanacs; let it be 
preached from the pulpit, proclaimed in 
legislative halls, and enforced in courts 


“Let 





of justice.” Pray to this end. 





Flow the Sunday School. 
Times Tour brings the 
Chance of aA Life Lime, 


Never before has it been so eas 
sive to visit the Mediterranean, one Europe. 


LL OF us have dreamed that some day we ae visit the Holy Land 
eard erusalem, Cairo, 


oni , simple, 


and the cities we have h about all our lives. 

Athens, Rome, and London—we would like to see them all. But al- 
ways they have seemed far, far away. The difficulties of traveling in foreign 
lands, the expense and the amount of time necessary seemed to make the trip 
impossible. 

But The Sunday School Times Tour to the 





tice that J may think to be innocent or. 


pc ner pr pad loly Land, and Europe has 


A whole ship has been chartered—the S. S. 
DORIC of the White Star Line. There will 
be no brag, & for small coastwise steamers in for- 

liner will sail from New 
Yoh ca co jen uary 22nd, 1927 and will oir a us 
in every harbor while we go sight-seeing 
The entire trip may be saorde ia Wadage ys if if you 
wish. James Boring’s Travel Service, Inc., 
solved every travel problem. Hotel rooms have 
been reserved, trains and motors have been 
chartered and gi foshons aenatl. Oaoles 
~ before s: me dla all costs a 


wre bn our party. Now the most confirmed stay- 
at-home may travel the entire 15,000 miles as 
as he would take a trolley ride at home. 
In every cabin of our giant ship you will find a 
Tt = Cm ey sty willbe made up entire of con- 
s who enjoy the same 
oe = Xe te ka ot have an hour's loneli- 
ness on the entire tri i 
The itinerary has Leiespensiged so all the most 
interesting places as well as the Holy Land will 
be ae hy O asl We will = whew 5 
nents a oreign countries— ing 
a woik % the Holy Leet =" 
By chartering an Sn‘tes, hip Bice have been 


OUR ITINERARY 


ARRIVE LEAVE 


New York Jan. 22 


Funchal, Madeira 

(Portuguese) Jan. 29 
Algeciras, Spain ay 31 
Gibraltar 


an. 31 
Algiers, Algeria 
Goletta, T: 


Jan. 29 

Jan. 31 

Jan. 31 

Feb. 2 Feb. 2 

unisia Feb. 4 Feb. 
(Visiting Tunis and Ruins of Carthaes) 

Vi Malta Feb. 5 Feb. 5 
(Ship will pass close to scene of St. Paul’s 
shipwreck) 

Alexandria, Eeypt Feb. 
(including day ght rail trip on Cairo, vis- 
its to the Pyramids, Sphinx, etc., daylight 
trip through Land of Goshen, along the 
Suez Canal to Port Said, etc.) 

Port Said, Egypt Feb. 12 

Haifa, Palestine Feb. 13 Feb. 18 
(Including Jerusalem and motor trips in 
six dnd seven passenger cars to Nazareth, 
Tiberias, Sea of Galilee, Capernaum, Jeri- 
Fm) Dead Sea, River Jordan, Bethlehem, 
etc. 

Smyrna, Asia Minor Feb. 20 Feb. 20 
(including a trip to Ruins of Ephesus) 

Constantinople, Turkey Feb. 21 Feb. 22 
(Including daylight trip through the Bos- 
porus to the Black Sea and through the 


Dardanelles) 
Athens, Greece -Feb. 23 Feb. 23 
Feb. 25 Feb. 25 


Syracuse, Sicily 
Naples, Italy Feb. 26 reduced 
(Including visit to Pompeii three days in pe me iC there are accem- 
Rome and daylight trip from Naples to 
mecations Aes Sundey Si School Times Tour to the Holy 


Rome, and Rome to Leghorn) 
Leghorn, Italy Mar. 2 Land, Mediterranean, - Euro aie ¢ peel is your tour. You 
Villefranche, France Mar. 3 Mar. 3 will enjoy every minute of below and 
Cosieaes. ‘—e Coraline , det and§ let us tell you depend to join wat kage party. 
visit to Nice, n 1 onaco 
as oe ey Saree ee ) end the ‘ee 
(For optional tour to ponin) 
Cherbourg, France Mar. 
(For optional tour to Paris) 
Southampton, England Mar. Mar. 12 
(Including visit to London and vicinity) 
New York 
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